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Alter  habendus  amor  tibi  reftat,  et  altera  conjux, 

Quamque  iterum  fallas,  altera  danda  fides.  - - 

Te  peto,  quem  merui,  quem  nobis  ipfe  dedifti. 

Cum  quo  fum  pariter  fada  parente  parens. 

Ovid. 

It  is  not  an  open  Enemy  that  hath  done  me  this  Difhonour ;  for  then  I  could 

have  borne  it;— -but  it  was  even  Thou ,  my  Companion,  my  Guidel - — 

Psalms. 
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R  E  F  A  C  E. 


HP  HE  principal  View  of  the  following  Sheets  is  to  draw  the  At¬ 
tention  of  the  Charitable  to  an  unfortunate  Lady ,  who  is  the 
SubjeB  of  them ;  and  whatever  Stigma  they  may  chance  to  fix  upon 
the  Character  of  any  other  Perfon ,  it  rnuft  be  confidered  merely  as  a 
Confequcnce,  and  not  the  Motive,  of  this  Appeal.  Phe  Reader , 
indeed ,  whofe  Breafl  is  fufceptible  of  any  delicate  hnprefiions ,  will 
find  himfelf  agitated  by  oppofte  Principles  in  the  Courfe  of  his  Pe~ 
rufal ;  and  every  inter efiing  Circumfiance ,  that  rnuft  draw  a  Pear  of 
Pity  for  the  Lady's  Dijlrefs,  will  at  the  fame  Pime  excite  a  gene¬ 
rous  Indignation  againft  the  Author  of  it :  -—That  Gentleman  how¬ 
ever  (without  Self-Deception  in  a  great  Degree)  can  neither  be 
furprifed  nor  offended  at  the  prefent  Mode  of  Application  in  her  Be¬ 
half  j  —  he  may  perhaps  with  Reafon  difapprove,  but  cannot  in 
Juft  ice  condemn,  it  j  efpecially  when  he  reflects  upon  what  eafy  Perms 
he  might  not  only  have  fuperfeded  the  Neceffity ,  but  even  prevented 
the  PoJJibility ,  of  this  Addrefs  :  —  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
Conditions ,  upon  which  the  SuppreJJion  or  Communication  of  it  was 
fufpended ;  and  as  he  had  an  Option  of  the  Alternative ,  he  cannot  have 
any  Reafon  to  complain.  Phe  finail  Advance  that  was  ineffectually 
foli cited  (fmall  indeed  upon  a  comparative  View  either  of  his  own 
Fortune ,  or  the  Lady's  Difir e fifes )  evidently  Jhews  that  Inhumanity 
has  a  Rival-P ajjion  in  his  Breafl ;  a  Paffion ,  which  fieems  to  have 
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dhforbed  all  Regard  to  Reputation ,  and  prevailed  over  that  Solicitude , 
which  every  Man  has  to  favc  Appearances  ;  for  had  the  leaft  Spirit 
of  Generojity  been  exerted  upon  the  Occafion ,  the  Character  of  one 
might  have  been  Jpared,  and  the  Misfortunes  of  the  other  been  alle - 
viated. 

While  we  refect  upon  the  Miferies  of  the  Sufferer ,  cur  Thoughts 
will  naturally  recur  to  the  Source  from  whence  they  fow  5  —  it  is 
hardly  pojfible  to  detach  the  Ideas ;  and,  confequently,  whatever  Argu- 
ments  are  fuggejled  in  Favour  of  the  Lady,  they  will  proportionably 
operate  to  the  Prejudice  of  her  Deceiver  :  But  as  the  Relief  of  her 
Necef  ities  is  the  chief  ObjeCt  in  View,  it  woidd  be  a  fl range  Kind  of 
Delicacy  to  fupprefs  any  Article,  merely  from  a  Motive  of  Tender- 
fiefs  to  the  Reputation  of  a  Man ,  who  appears  Jo  little  to  deferve  it. 
An  Apology  however  is  neceffary ,  if  in  the  Courfe  of  the  following 
Correfpondence  any  Pqfages  jhould ,  immediately  or  remotely,  con¬ 
vey  a  RefeClion  upon  a  very  refpe (Stable  Character;  feme  fuch  un¬ 
favourable  In  fern  at  ions  may  perhaps  occur,  but  the  Relation  which  he. 
bears  to  the  principal  Agent  renders  it  inconjiflent  with  the  Plan  of 
this  Addrefs  to  omit  them  j  and  were  they  indeed  founded  upon  T ruth ,, 
bis  Reputation  is  Jo  defervedly  efabli/hed ,  that  they  would  only  teach, 
us  not  to  expect  Perfection  in  any  human  Character.  ■— — — 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve ,  that  a  ReffClion  upon  the  Cafe- 
before  us  will  ai [play  the  Wifdom  of  the  Legifature  in  RcfpeCt  to  the 
happy  Tendency  of  the  Marriage- Ad  5  for  had  that  Law  been  enaCted 
previous  to  the  TranfaClions  here  related. it  would  have  prevented  the 
effectual  Operation,  of  that  Artifice which  has  impofed  upon  unfuff 
pe  Cling  Simplicity,  and  deprived  the  fair  Sufferer  of  fuch  authentic 
Credentials ,  as  might  have  given  her  a  legal  as.  welt  as  equitable 

Titli 
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Title  to  a  full  Relief  —  It  is  not  indeed  pretended,  that  the  following 
Collection  exhibits  any  pofitive  Proof  of  Marriage ;  but  fill  it  a~ 
bounds  in  every  View  with  prefumptive  Arguments ;  the  flrongefl 
AJfurances  of  Affection  and  Support  are  repeatedly  given  on  the  one 
Side  ;  and  equal  Tokens  of  Attachment  and  Faith fulnefs  are  evidently 
manifefted  on  the  ether :  — -  the  Sequel  however  will  flew  that  his 
A  durances  were  all  written  on  the  Sand ;  but  that  her  Attachment 
and  Faithfulnefs  were  immoveable  as  a  Rock  :  And  as  fle  is  at  this 
Time  actually  jlruggling  under  Difficulties ,  which  (he  knows  not  how 
to  bear ;  and  threatened  with  others ,  which  fle  knows  not  how  te  ef- 
cape ;  it  is  humbly  hoped ,  that  the  Humane  and  Benevolent  will  look 
upon  her  Cafe ,  as  a  proper  Object  of  Attention ,  and  contribute  to 
the  Removal  of  that  Burthen ,  which  he,  on  whom  fle  depended ,  has 
refufed  to  alleviate ;  —  aiding  thereby  in  Opposition  to  the  very  Princi¬ 
ples  of  common  Juftice,  as  well  as  Ch riftian  Charity ;  for  admitting 
that  his  Engagement  had  not  the  Sanction  of  a  formal  Protejlation  at 
the  Altar ;  yet ,  if  Virtue,  Honour ,  and  Cord'd ence,  imply  an  Obli¬ 
gation  ;  what  can  it  be  but  his  bounden  Duty,  <c  to  love  and  to 
4  4  cherish  her  as  long  as  they  both  flail  live'  !  — - 
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OF  THE  UNFORTUNATE 


Martha  Sophia  Swordfeager, 


ARTHA  SOPHIA  SWORDFEAGER,  whofe 
Character  and  Sufferings  are  reprefented  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Sheets,  is  a  natural  Daughter  of  Charles  Earl  of 
Orrery  :* — Upon  his  Lordfhip’s  Death,  her  Mother, 
Airs.  Swordfeager ,  (to  whom  he  had  left  10,000/.)  retired  into 
France  with  her  Children  :  The  elder  Daughter  was  named  Cle¬ 
mentina,  and  accounted  one  of  the  rnoft  beautiful  young  Women 
of  her  Time :  She  married  Captain  Morresi  a  Gentleman  of 
Character  in  the  French  Service;  and  died  within  a  Year  and 
Half  after  her  Marriage.—  Martha  Sophia ,  the  other  Daughter, 
was  but  very  young  at  the  Time  of  her  Mother’s  Death,  and  be¬ 
ing  under  the  Care  of  her  Brother- in-Law  Capt *  Morres,  was 

fent 

*  The  avowed  and  well-known  Connection,  that  fub Tided  between  his  Lordlhip- 
and  Mrs.  Swordfeager,  precludes  all  Doubt  as  to  the  Truth  of  this  Article,  notwith¬ 
standing  fhe  was  at  the  Time  a  married  Woman. 
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fent  by  him  to  a  Nunnery  at  Graveling  from  whence  fhe  after¬ 
wards  went  to  a  Convent  at  Lifts  in  Flanders .  This  Mode  of 

Education  gave  her  a  religious  Turn  of  Mind,  which  floe  has  e- 
ver  iince  retained.  In  1749  Hie  unfortunately  became  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  Mrs.  JSewton,  the  Widow  of  an  Englijh  Gentleman, 
who,  foon  after  returning  to  England ,  prevailed  on  Mifs  Sword - 
/eager  to  follow  her.  Accordingly,  in  May ,  1750,  fhe  came  over 
and  went  to  her  Friend  Mrs.  Newton,  who  then  lodged  at  Ken- 
Jington  for  her  Health.  This  Lady’s  Brother-in-Law,  Mr.  An¬ 
drew  Newton ,  who  was  at  that  Time  Apprentice  to  a  Diftiller  in 
Holborn ,  ufed  frequently  to  vifit  his  Sifter,  and  there  commenced 
an  Acquaintance  with  Mifs  Swordfeager.  In  July  following  they 
removed  from  Kenfmgton  to  Efher ;  and  in  Augufi  Mrs.  Newton 
died  :  —  Upon  this,  Mifs  Swordfeager  came  to  Town,  intending, 
as  foon  as  fhe  had  fettled  her  Affairs,  to  return  again  to  the  Con¬ 
vent.  She  took  Lodgings  at  one  Mrs.  Gibfon  s,  in  King-Street , 
Golden- Square,  where  Mr.  Andrew  Newton ,  made  her  fever  a  l 
Viftts :  In  one  of  thefe  Viftts  he  prefumed  to  take  fome  indecent 
Freedoms  5  upon  which  fhe  wrote  him  a  Letter  of  .Reproof  for 
his  unwarrantable  Behaviour  to  the  Friend  of  his  deceafed  Sifter, 
and  defired  him  to  defift  from  his  Viftts,  as  they  were  not  only  in¬ 
different,  but  di/agreeable ,  to  her.  On  that  Occafton  he  wrote. 

her  the  following  Letter.  - (N°.  I.) -  I  received  in  Bed 

my  deareft  Pattyh  Letter ,  but  had  no  Need  of  that  to  exercife  my 
thoughts,  as  they  were  /efficiently  engaged  by  what  entirely  employs 
them  v  notwithfanding  my  being  as  ufual  engaged,  I  fhould  have  done 
my f elf  the  Pleafure  of  faying,  inftead  of  writing  this ,  if  1  had  not 
been  afraid  of  giving  you  frefi  Caufe  of  Complaint,  in  Spite  of  all 
the  Rtjolutions  I  may  (before  1  fee  you)  make  to  the  contrary  ;  but  I 
hope  1  have  no  Need  to  inform  or  a  [jure  you,  that  my  own  Honour  is 

too 
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too  nearly  concerned  in  yours ,  to  have  the  leaf  Thought  of  any  Abufe 
of  it :  —  But  what  can  1  thinks  when  you  even  tell  me,  that  thofe 
very  innocent  Freedoms  you  indulge  me  with  are  not  only  indifferent, 
but  difagreeable  to  you.  1  very  Jmcerely  ajfure  you ,  my  dear  eft  An¬ 
gel,  that  1  never  jhall  have  a  Choice  in  Regard  to  my  Affections  for 
you ,  but  that  I  eternally  ft  all  be  your  ever  conftantly  affectionate  And’". 
Newton.  — Mils  Swordf eager,  whole  Friendship  for  his  Sif¬ 
ter  naturally  extended  itfelf  to  Mr.  Newton ,  was  not  difpleafed  at 
this  Declaration  of  his  Honor  and  Affedtion  :  Accordingly,  from 
this  Time,  a  Courtfhip  went  on  between  them,  and  he  wrote 
many  Letters  expreffive  of  the  fame  honourable  Intentions ;  in 
one  of  which,  after  taking  Notice  of  his  having  been  bufy  at 
Work  on  his  dear  Patty  s  Sciffars,  he  concludes  with  faying,  - — — 
(NMI.) -  —  1  believe  the  Rivet  of  your  Sciffars  will  not  come  un¬ 

done,  and  hope  that  will  not  be  the  lad  indiffoluble  one  that  I  Jhall 

do  for  you.  — — -  As  fhe  now  permitted  him  to  vifit  her  in  the 

Chara&er  of  a  Lover,  he  was  moll  explicit  in  his  Declarations : 
He  reprefented  himfelf  as  being  very  near  the  End  of  his  Time, 
and  obferved  that  he  lhould  then  get  Part  of  his  Fortune  from  his 
Father;  upon  which  he  defigned  immediately  to  let  up  in  Bud- 
nefs  for  himfelf,  and  doubted  not  but,  with  the  Affiftance  of  her 
Fortune,  he  fhould  be  able  to  carry  it  to  great  Extent.  He  pro- 
pofed  to  marry  her  as  foon  as  he  was  out  of  his  Apprenticeship, 
and  only  wifhed  that  it  might  be  kept  fecret  till  he  had  fettled 
Matters  with  his  Father  and  elder  Brother,  as  he  knew  they 
would  be  highly  offended  at  his  marrying  a  Roman  Catholic.  Her 
Fortune  was  reported  to  be  1500/.  but,  by  Reafon  of  its  being  in 
Truflees  Elands,  and  in  the  foreign  Funds,  there  were  many 
Difficulties  to  be  furmounted,  before  fhe  could  get  the  Poffeffion 
of  it.  Having  been  apprifed  of  thefe  Matters  by  her  Brother 

B  Morress 
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Morres ,  Ihe  fent  to  Mr.  Andrew  Newton  a  Letter  upon  the  Sub¬ 
ject,  and  inclofed  a  true  Account  of  her  Fortune  and  its  Situation. 
This  drew  from  him  an  Anfwer  which  concluded  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Words. - (N°.  III.) - And  let  me  intreat  you ,  my 

deareji  Angel ,  as  the  greatejl  ProoJ  you  can  give  me  of  that  Af¬ 
fection  you  have  for  me,  to  ceafe  your  Anxieties  in  RefpeCl  to  your 
Fortune  ;  for  if  ever  I  perceive  any  Thing  more  of  it,  I  Jhall  think 
that  you  imagine  that  mercenary  Motives  were  more  the  Inducements 
of  my  Tafjion  than  real  Affe&ion.  If  \  my  dear  Madam ,  you  can  be 
content  with  what  is  in  the  Power  of  my  [mall  Fortune  to  do  for  you, 
1  flail  be  happy ,  and  that  is  the  greatejl  Motive  of  my  Wijhes  to  have 
it  augmented.  Good  Night ,  dear  Patty  —  fend  one  Line  by  the 
Bearer  to  your  ever  affectionate  Andw.  Newton. - - Such  ge¬ 

nerous  Behaviour  merited,  and  met  with,  her  mod  grateful  Ac¬ 
knowledgements  ;  and  die  had  a  fair  Profpebt  of  Happinefs  from 
fo  difinterefted  a  Principle  in  the  Man  (he  loved:  —  It  appears 
however  by  the  following  Letter,  that  fomething  had  occurred  to 
intercept  the  pleafurable  View,  which  their  mutual  Attachment 
had  prefented  to  her  Imagination  •,  at  this  he  exprefles  the  deeped; 
Concerns  and  afterwards  acquaints  her  with  the  Neceffity  of  his 
making  a  Vifit  to  his  Father,  who,  he  hoped,  would  advance  a 
Sum  of  Money  in  Order  to  fet  him  up  in  Buhnefs :  Thefe  are  his 
Words  — —  (N°.  IV.)  — — —  Where  there  is  an  Affe&ion  fo  ardent , 
as  I  hope  my  deareft  Sophia  is  convinc't  mine  is  for  her ,  it  is  no 
Wonder  that  the  very  Thoughts  of  the  Object's  Difpleafure  flould 
caufe  the  greatejl  Unea/inefs ;  and  notwithftanding  I  have  the  greatejl 
Reliance  on  my  dear  Angel' s  W or V,  yet  the  Dread  I  fhould  have  of 
fuch  a  Thing ,  joined  to  a  Senfblenefs  of  never  being  able  to  defer ve 
her  AffcCtions,  gives  me  the  utmofi  Anxieties  at  any  feeming  TJneafi i- 
nefs.  I  don't  know  whether  1  told  you  loft  Night,  that  the  Dodtor  is 

unable 
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unable  to  be  fufficiently  my  Friend ’  fo  that  when  I  am  informed  how 
much  Money  I  Jhall  want ,  I  mufl  take  a  Journey  to  Litchfield, 
where  I  hope  I  Jhall  be  more  fuccefefu! :  I Jhould  have  wrote  an  Hour 
or  two  fooner,  but  have  been  obliged  to  fend  Cufack  to  the  Carriers 
m  the  Citty,  Pray ,  my  dear  eft  Patty,  if  there  was  any  'Thing  gave 
you  Uneafmefs  l aft  Night ,  let  me  know  it ,  if  not  confirm  it  fo ,  and 
thereby  difipate  the  Fears  of  your  eternally  affectionate  and  devoted 

AndL  Newton. - — He  promifed,  on  his  Return  from  Litch~ 

fieldt  immediately  to  marry  her;  fine  therefore  got  his  Leave  to 
write  to  her  Friends  abroad,  and  acquaint  them  that  fhe  was  go¬ 
ing  to  alter  her  Situation  :  — -  She  wrote  accordingly  to  Mr.  Benyon , 
and  defired  him  to  diredt  her  Anfwer  to  Mr.  Andrew  Newton. 
He  fet  out  for  Litchfield  on  the  30th  of  November ,  1750  ;  and  as 
fhe  expedted  fo  foon  to  become  his  IVife ,  file  fent  by  him  a  Pre¬ 
sent  of  Ribbands  for  his  Sifter,  to  whom  he  promifed  faithfully  to 
make  known  his  intended  Marriage . 

Mr.  Benyon  s  Anfwer  to  Mifs  Swor df eager  s  Letter  is  addreffed 
to  Mr.  Newton ,  at  Mr.  Smart's ,  Diftiller  in  Holborn ,  and,  on  the 
Fold,  diredted  for  Mifs  Swor df eager :  —  The  Contents  mention 
her  by  the  Name  of  Clark3  under  which  Name  fhe  was  put  into 
the  Convent  by  her  Brother  Morres.  The  Letter  is  dated,  Grave¬ 
line  ,  December  10,  1750,  in  which  he  fays, - -  (N°.  V.) - 

I  received  dear  Mifs  Cl  ark  d  Letter  haft  Week  with  the  agreabie 

News  of  an  approaching  Eftablijhment  to  her  Satisfaction . 

Tour  Friend  Mrs.  Clifton  was  overjoy'd  att  the  unexpected  Informa- 
tion ,  and  joins  with  me  in  all  congratidatory  Exprefilons  Suitable  on 
fuch  Occafions ;  1  acquainted  your  Brother  Morres  with  it,  becaufe 
you  defired  me  ;  altho '  according  to  my  own  Sentiments  that  Notice 
ought  to  come  direClly  from  yourfelf .  .  .  ,  Mrs.  Clifton  fends  all 

B  2  that's 
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that's  kind  and  affectionate ;  wifling  once  more  all  Happinefs ,  I  re¬ 
main ,  dear  Mifs,  your  moji  obedient  humble  Servant,  T.  Benyon. — • 
Mr.  Newton ,  upon  his  Arrival  at  Litchfield,  wrote  a  very  affec¬ 
tionate  Letter  (dated  December  i,  1750,)  wherein  he  has  thefe 

Words.  - - (N°.  VI  ) - —  I  got  to  Highgate  in  a  little  Lime, 

and  pay d  my  Compliments  to  our  young  Ladys ,  and  as  I  thought  I  had 
fiufjicient  to  fierce  fior  both  Occafions ,  gave  each  of  them  one  of  the 
Ribbands  you  defiign  d  for  my  Sifters ,  and  then  proceeded  for  St.  Al¬ 
ban  A  After  this  he  mentions  feveral  difagreeable  Circumftances 
in  bis  Journey  to  Litchfield ,  and  concludes  thus;  —  They  are  all 
well ,  and  my  Father ,  as  he  before  knew  my  Bujinefs ,  dire  Lily  told  me 
what  he  would  do  fior  me ,  which  was  to  let  me  have  three  of  the  five 
hundred  Pounds  I  wanted ,  befides  what  he  before  defiign  d ;  as  he  had 
a  much  better  Opinion  than  1  of  Tom,  he  is  not  a  little  incenfied at 
his  Behaviour  to  me  on  this  Account .  1  have  a  great  Deal  more  to  fay 
to  my  dear  eft  Angel ,  but  as  1  have  had  three  Summonfies  from  the  old 
Gentleman ,  muft  defer  it  till  next  Poft ,  and  conclude  with  the  Af- 
furance  of  being  eternally  my  dear  eft  Patty 's  mofi  affectionate  and 
ever  confiantly  loving  Andw.  Newton. - This  Letter  was  fol¬ 

lowed  by  another  (dated  Litchfield,  December  3,  1750,)  where¬ 
in  he  fays,  — —  (N°.  VII.)  - — —  How  pie  aping  was  my  deareft  So¬ 
phia’ j  kina  Letter  to  Day ,  and  what  a  Satisfaction  muft  the  Afjurance 
of  her  Affection  be  to  me,  I  leave  her  to  judge  by  that  tender  Regard 
Jhe  muft  be  well  convinced  1  have  for  her ;  and  whatever  may  be  her 
Thoughts  about  my  Uneafinefs  on  her  Abfence ,  1  believe  they  fall  very 
fiber  t,  as  l  could  not  have  thought  a  Place ,  which  on  Account  of  my 
dear  Sifters  I  ufed  to  be  fo  fond  of,  could  ever  have  been  fo  indif¬ 
ferent  ;  but  am  afraid  my  Return  to  Town  will  not  be  fo  foon  as  my 
impatient  Defire  would  have  it,  as  1  have  not  yet  got  my  Horfe ,  but 
have  ordered  him  home  tomorrow,  dead  or  alive ,  and  hope  next  Poft  to 

fix 


[  *3  3 

fix  the  fiime  of  my  Return.  My  Father ,  from  a  Pofitivenefs  very 
natural  to  him ,  is  impojjible  to  be  perfiwaded  to  advance' more  than 
Jive  hundred  Pounds  -}  but  has  referred  me  to  Tom  for  the  Remains 
of  my  Demand  on  him ,  with  very  pojitive  AJjurance  that  he  will  not 
denye  me,  notwithjlanding  what  he  has  already  told  me ;  1  dont  know 
whether  you  are  got  the  fatter  for  it ,  but  alt  our  Family  every  Day 
drink  your  Health  in  a  fioafi ,  which  I  always  give  of  our  Friends  in 
London  :  1  have  a  Summons  twice  repeated  to  Supper ,  fo  mujl  con¬ 
clude  with  the  Service  of  the  Me  fingers ,  and  the  AJjurance  of  an 

inviolable  AffeBion  in  my  dear  Patty V  And"'.  Newton.  — - Mr, 

Newton  il aid,  it  feems,  but  a  very  fhort  Time  at  Litchfield ,  for 
the  Marriage  was  confummated  on  the  14th  or  15th  of  December , 
1750,  (as  ilie  ufed  to  fay  whilft  file  dared  to  /peak)  at  her  Lodg¬ 
ings,  in  the  Prefence  of  Mrs.  Gibfon  and  her  Niece,  by  a  Perfon 
in  a  Clergyman’s  Habit,  unknown  to  her,  but  introduced  by  Mr. 
Newton  :  Unfortunately,  Mrs.  Gibfon  and  her  Niece  are  both 
dead  ;  though  there  are  Perfons  hill  living,  to  whom  at  that 
Time  they  told  it :  —  The  Teftimony  however  of  Mrs.  Leader , 
whofe  fir  ft  Huiband  was  Cufack  above  mentioned  (in  N°.  IV.)  is 
full  to  the  Point,  and  of  great  Weight :  the  Account,  as  fhe  gives 
it,  is  as  follows  : - — 

cc  That  upwards  of  twenty  Years  ago  they  lived  in  Holborn , 
<l  next  Door  to  Mr  ..Lewis  Smart ,  a  Diftiller,  to  whom  Andrew 
u  Newton  was  then  an  Apprent'ce  ;  —  that  the  Laid  Andrew  New- 
“  ton  ufed  frequently  to  employ  her  and  her  Hufband  Cufack  in 
ft  carrying  Letters  and  Mefifages  j  and,  when  he  had  fiaid  out 
“  late  in  Company,  ufed  to  come  and  lie  at  their  Houfe  that  he 

might  not  difturb  his  faid  Mailer’s  Family  5  that,  by  Reafon 
ss  thereof,  the  faid  Andrew  Newton  became  very  open  and  unre- 

ferved 
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«c  ierved  in  his  Converfation  with  her  and  her  former  Huf- 

(C  band  :  — - —  that  (lie  very  well  remembers  the  faid  Andrew 

<c  Newton  calling  one  Evening  at  their  Houfe,  and  her  Bufband 
“  not  being  at  Home,  he  delired  her  to  convey  a  Letter  to 
“  Mifs  Swordfeager ,  who  then  lodged  at  Mrs.  Gibfori s,  in 
“  King-ftreet ,  Golden-Square ,  and  at  the  fame  Time  he  opened 
*c  the  Letter,  and  (hewed  her  a  Ring,  and  put  it  into  the  Letter, 
“  and  told  her  that  the  Ring  fo  inclofed  was  to  be  their  W edding- 
Ring ;  and  that  they  were  to  be  married  the  next  Day  j  and  then 
“  defired  her  to  take  particular  Care  of  the  Ring,  and  to  deliver 
<{  it  to  Mifs  Swordfeager  h  erf  elf ;  —  that  (lie  delivered  the  fa  id 
c<  Letter  to  Mifs  Swordfeager  at  her  faid  Apartments,  who  opened 
£c  it  in  her  Prefence,  and  (hewed  her  the  Ring ,  and  told  her  al- 
“  fo,  that  they  were  to  be  married  the  next  Day  ;  but  (lie  is  in- 
£C  duced  to  believe,  that  the  faid  Andrew  Newton  and  Mifs  Sword - 
“  /eager  were  not  married  on  the  next  Day  after  the  Delivery  of 
“  the  faid  Letter  —  becaufe  the  faid  Andrtw  Newton  complained, 
“  that  he  was  prevented  by  being  obliged  to  attend  the  Still  all 
iC  the  Day,  and  he  expreffed  great  Uneatinefs  thereat ;  but  (he 
tc  verily  believes  that  they  were  married  in  a  Day  or  two  after ,  at 
“  the  faid  Mifs  Swordfeager  s  Apartments  in  King-Jlreet  aforefaidj 
“  and  (lie  is  the  more  confirmed  in  her  Belief  of  their  (aid  Mar - 
“  riage,  becaufe  (lie  well  remembers  the  faid  Andrew  Newton 
cc  foon  after  gave  her  another  Letter  to  carry,  when  he  told  her 
t5  to  enquire  for  Mrs.  Newton ,  as  they  wer ethen  married — 

This  Account,  fo  politive  and  circumftantial,  mud  fatisfy  the  mod 
fcrupulous,  and  extort  Conviction  from  Prejudice  itfelf;  nor  can 
it  be  fuppofed,  after  this  Evidence,  that  we  are  to  look  upon  them, 
at  the  Period  referred  to,  under  any  other  Connection,  than  that 
of  Man  and  Wife .  —  As  it  was  agreed  however  between  them, 

that 
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that  the  Marriage  fhould  be  keptfecret,  till  he  was  fet  up  in  Bu- 
finefs,  it  was  thought  proper  that  the  fhould  go  over  to  Graveline 
for  fome  Time  ;  and  accordingly  he  wrote  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Morres , 
her  Brother-in-Law,  acquainting  him  therewith.  She  went  over  in 
‘January ,  1751,  and,  while  the  was  abroad,  Mr.  Newton  wrote 
her  the  following  Letters;  every  one  of  which  expreffes  the 
ftrongeft  Affurance  of  unalterable  Attachment,  as  well  as  an  In¬ 
tention  to  fettle  in  Bufincfs,  and  take  her  Home,  as  foon  as  a  con¬ 
venient.  Opportunity  fhoutd  offer.  —  The  firfl  is  dated  London ,  5 

February ,  1750*51.  — -  (N°.  VIIL)  - - If  my  dearejl  Patty 

eould  imagine  what  Anxieties  and  Umvafnefe  I  have  been  under ,  on 
Account  of  my  not  fooner  hearing  from  the  only  Perfon  that  has  em¬ 
ployed  my  Thoughts  fince  her  Departure ,  Jhe  then  would  be  better  able 
to  judge  of  the fincere  Pleafure  her  two  Letters ,  which  I  received  both 
together  yefter day,  gave  me ;  and  I  a  Jure  my  dearejl  Sophy,  it  is  im- 
pojfible  to  exprefs  the  juft  Regard  and  V dine  I  have  for  that  tender 
and fincere  AffeSlion  1  am  thoroughly  convinced  you  have  for  me ;  and 
moft  Jincerely  wifh  my  Defert  of  it  was  anfwerable  to  the  Senfe  I  have 
of  it :  Tou  was -  no  fooner  gone ,  but  I  direSlly  took  Boat  for  Town  ; 
but  did  not  get  Home  till  nine  o' Clocks  and  in  fuch  a  Mood  as  to  render 
Bed  the  mo  ft  necejfary  Place  for  me.  I  am  very  ferry  1  cant  fend  you 
any  Account  in  Regard  to  my  fettling ,  that  will  give  you  any  Satis¬ 
faction,  who  are  fe  much  concerned  in  it ;  but  my  Profpedls ,  I 
think ,  are  worfe  and  worfe,  and  God  knows  how  or  what  Courfe  1  am 
to  take  to  get  a  Living ;  for  the  continual  Nufances  that  are  permit¬ 
ted  in  our  Bufmefe. ,  and  a  Book  that  is  lately  publifht  about  them  by 
Juftice  Fielding,  has  fo  exafpe rated  every  Body  againft  the  Trade, 
that  we  are  under  the  greatejl  Fears  of  femething  being  done  by  Par¬ 
liament  very  detrimental  to  it,  if  they  don't  entirely  fupprefs  it. 

L  frail  write  to  my  Father  to  night  for  his  Advice,  but  in  the  mean 

Time 
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Ti me  think  it  improper  to  engage  in  any  Shop,  till  I  fee  what  the  E- 
*oent  will  be  :  I  have  had  the  Offer  of  one  Shop  fine e  your  Departure ; 
but  they  infift  upon  the  Perfon  who  has  the  Shop  to  buy  an  Eft  ate  of 
old  Houfes  of  fix  hundred  Pounds  Value ,  of  which  the  Shop  is  Part 
—  but  in  a  very  fcandalous  mean  Neighbourhood ;  fo  that  1  refufed  it. 
- — It  is  a  very  great  Satisfaction  to  me  that  you  are  in  a  Place  fo 
much  to  your  Liking ,  and  have  the  additional  Pleafure  of  your  Bro¬ 
ther  s  Company ;  and  believe  me,  my  deareft  Creature ,  that  till  I  have 
the  Happinefs  of  having  you  with  me,  there  is  Nothing  will  be  fo 
fenfble  an  Alleviation  of  my  Lofs  of  you,  as  to  have  it  in  my  Power 
to  contribute  to  your  Repofe  ■,  and  hope  the  next  Lime  I  write  to  fend 
you  better  News.  Adieu,  my  deareft  Patty,  and  be  affured  I  ever 
jhall  be  your  moft  fmcerely  devoted  and  affectionate  Andw.  Newton. 
— — —  In  the  next,  dated  London,  16  February ,  1750,  after 

feveral  affectionate  Expreffions,  he  proceeds  to  fay, - (N°.  IX,) 

- — — •  I  moft  fmcerely  wijh  France  was  more  agreable  to  my  deareft 
Sophia,  than.  Jhe  mentions  it  is  5  as  I  am  afraid  her  Patience  will  be 
put  to  the  Trial ',  before  1  can  have  the  Happinefs  of  her  Company  ; 
for  in  whatever  ludicrous  Light  flee  may  look  upon  the  Account  I 
fent  her  of  our  Trade,  indeed  it  is  become  very  ferious ,  and  there  is 
Nobody  in  the  Trade  but  now  wi frees  he  was  well  cut  of  it.  1  had  a 
Letter  from  my  Father  laft  Night,  who  orders  me  to  engage  in  No¬ 
thing,  till  I  fee  what  will  be  done  by  Parliament ,  as  it  is  not  doubted 
but  Something  will,  tho  Nobody  can  tell  what,  nor  will  be  able  to  tell 
thefe  three  Months  :  fo  you  may  imagine  what  an  imeafy  Situation  1  am 
in.  1  hope,  my  deareft  Angel  will  endeavour  to  make  herfelf  as  eafy 
as  pojjible,  and  firmly  aftiire  herfelf  of  my  conftant  Aft  eel  ions,  which 

will  ever  be  invariable  in  her  entirely  devoted  And"'.  Newton. - — 

In  the  next  Letter,  dated  London ,  26  February,  1750-51,  he 
fays,  —  (N8.  X.)  — -  —  1  am  afraid,  my  deareft  Patty,  before  fee 


recieves 
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re ci eves  this ,  will  again  begin  to  think  me  guilty  either  of  Forgetful - 
7zW}  cr  Negligence  ;  but  I  affure  her ,  whatever  may  be  her  Imagina¬ 
tions  on  that  Subject,  it  is  impofjible  I Jhould  be  defignedly  guilty  of 
either  to  one ,  for  whom  I  have  fo  great  an  ' 5iion  ...  I  am  very 

forry  you  Jhould  have  fuch  Reafons  for  making  your  Stay  at  Grave¬ 
line  fo  improper  and  di f agree  able and  the  more  fo,  as  it  is  fo  much 
out  of  my  Power  at  p ref ent  to  make  your  Coming  to  England  fo  a- 
greeable  to  either  of  us,  as  I  could  wifh.  I  affure  you ,  my  dear  eft 
Angel,  that  there  is  Nothing  in  this  World  can  fo  much  tend  to  my 
Happinefs  as  your  Aff'edlions  j  but  while  my  Father  lives ,  or  till  I 
can  make  my f elf  entirely  independent ,  it  is  impofjible  I  can  either  be 
fo  happy ,  or  give  that  mutual  Happinefs  that  I  hope  and  dont  doubt 
will  be  the  Cafe  afterwards.  I  have  no  Intention  to  go  down  to 
Litchfield,  as  I  then  fkould  be  quite  out  of  the  TVay  of  knowing  what 
paft ,  or  taking  any  Opportunity  that  offered  of  fettling ;  but  fhall flay 
with  Mr.  Smart,  till  I  fee  what  will  be  done .  Pray  my  Compliments 
to  your  Brother ,  and  hope  before  this  he  has  rec  d  the  Watch.  Good 
Night,  my  deareft  Sophia  ;  if  there  is  any  Thing  in  the  World  in  my 
Power  to  do  to  make  you  more  eafy ,  you'll  very  much  oblidge  by  inform  * 

ing  your  ever  conftantly  affectionate  Andw.  Newton. - -  Her 

Brother  Capt.  Morres  having  been  obliged  to  leave  her,  and  join 
his  Regiment,  fhegrew  very  uneafy  at  flaying  at  Graveline  :  Ac¬ 
cordingly  by  his  Advice  (and  Mr.  Newtons  Confent)  file  returned 
to  England.  Previous  to  her  Departure  from  Graveline ,  fine  re- 
cieved  a  Letter  from  her  Brother  dated  Bergues,  19th  of  March , 
175 1,  wherein  he  approves  the  Plan  of  her  Removal,  and  fays 

- - (N°.  XI.) - I  think  it  will  be  more  agreeable  and  properer 

you  fioould  be  with ,  or  at  leaf  near  Mr.  Newton  —  and  after¬ 
wards  —  /  beg  when  you  write  to  your  Hufband,  you  will  affure 
him  of  my  kind  Servis ,  and  believe  me,  my  dear  Mrs ,  Newton,  your 

C  loving 
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truing  Brother  Nich\  Morrcs.  —  Soon  after  this,  (he  fet  forward 

o  , 

for  England ,  and  wrote  a  Letter  to  her  Brother,  which  produced 
an  Anfwer  from  him,  dire  Sled  to  Mrs .  Newton;  wherein  he  fays, 

among  other  Things,  - - (N°.  XII.) - I  am  glad  to  find  by 

yours ,  that  the  Jiff  air  of  the  D  fillers  will  not  turn  out  dif advan¬ 
tage  cu  fly  for  Mr.  Newton  ;  and  ends  as  before —  1  am ,  my  dear 
Mrs.  Newton,  &c. - -  By  the  Subftance,  Form,  and  Direc¬ 

tion,  of  Capt.  Morres's  Letters,  it  evidently  appears,  that  he 
looked  upon  his  Siller-in-law,  as  abfolutely  married  to  Mr.  New¬ 
ton,  though  he  had  before  been  informed,  that,  for  prudential 
Reafons,  it  was  for  a  Time  to  be  concealed  from  the  Family.  - — 
Soon  after  her  Return  to  England ,  being  in  a  very  ill  State  of 
Health,  and  at  the  fame  Time  breeding,  (he  apprehended  her- 
felf  in  great  Danger  ;  upon  which  fhe  wrote  the  following  tefta- 
mentary  Letter  to  Mr.  Newton;  and  condantly  declared,  (while 
fhe  had  Freedom  of  Speech)  that,  in  Order  to  prevent  a  Difcovery 
of  their  Marriage,  the  faid  Letter  was,  at  Mr.  Newtons  Defire 

iigned  by  her  Maiden-Name.  It  is  as  follows  - - (N°.  XIII.) 

—  Having  pa  fed  to  the  moft  Fart  of  my  Acquaintance  in  England 
under  the  Title  of  your  Wife ,  it  is  to  be  prefumed  they  will  not  think 
lefs  fo ,  after  I  have  pa  fed  thro  the  Valey  of  this  Life.  For  which 
Reafon ,  thd  not  the  only  one ,  it  is ,  why  I  defire  you  would  take  the 
Trouble  of  feing  performed  the  l aft  Duties  I  fall  require .  It  is 
not  long  ago ,  fince  1  burnt  a  Will  I  had  made ,  at  a  Time  when  my 
Fortune  might  have  permitted  me  to  leave  fome  fin  all  Remembrances 
to  my  Friends  :  but  by  various  Means  I  have  found  in  that  Rejpecl 
the  Cafe  altered ,  and  a  Will  become  unnecejfary  to  me.  However  I 
believe  there  will  be  more  than  fujficient  for  the  lafi  Expences.  As  to 
Debts  you  will  not  be  troubled  about ‘them,  as  it  is  what  I  have  hi¬ 
therto  firove  to  avoid.  There  is  indeed  an  Account  between  Mr. 

Saunders 
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Saunders  and  me,  which  I Jhall  endeavour  to  fettle 3  when  he  has 
- Time ;  fo  that  you  may  have  no  Difficulty  in  that  Regard ;  and  as  to 
any  Thing  elfe,  I  can  re  colie  51  none ,  but  a  few  CommiJJions  for  me 
either  by  Madame  Lequeux,  or  Mifs  Marshall,  which ,  if  I 
fhould  not  have  an  Opportunity ,  beg  you  will  fee  dif charged.  There 

is  an  Account  between  Councillor  Murphey  and  me,  in  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  you  will  find  him  Debtor  to  me  of  forty  Guineas :  However  it 
is  among  ft  my  Papers,  which  I  defire  you  will  look  over,  but  never 
let  them  be  feen.  As  to  my  Burial,  I  beg  it  may  be  decent,  but  quite 
private ,  my  Coffin  to  be  lined  with  Lead,  and  interred  with  my  dear 
Sifter  and  Aunt ...  As  I  hope,  whenever  it  pleafes  the  Almighty  to 
call  me  out  of  this  unhappy  Life,  I  may  obtain  the  Bleffing  of  my 
Senfes ,  fo  as  to  be  afjified  in  my  loft  Moments  by  a  Roman  Catholick 
Clergyman,  I  hope  fuch  a  one  will  be  permitted  to  officiate  the  l aft  Of¬ 
fices  over  my  Body,  before  I  am  carried  to  Church .  As  to  all  my- 
Things  in  general.  Wearing  Apparel,  See.  I  leave  to  you,  as  like - 
wife  whatever  Money  may  be  over  and  above  what  the  Charges  will 
come  to.  My  Watch  was  your  Sifter  Newton  V,  who  begged  I  would 
always  keep  it  for  her  Sake,  you  would  therefore  oblige  me  if  you  would 
always  keep  it  for  the  fame  P^eafon.  The  Pi  Bure  to  it  of  my  dear 
Sifter  Morres  Imuft  beg  you  will  return  to  my  Brother,  with  a  De- 
fire  from  me,  that  you  may  have  it,  if  any  Accident  happens  to  him. 
Tou  know  I  expeB  fome  Family-PiBures,  and  other  Things  from 
Lady  Clifton  ;  I  beg  you  would  likewife  accept  of  them,  and  always 
keep  them  for  my  Sake ;  and  whenever  you  fhould  be  called  to  depart 
this  Life,  leave  them  to  fome  Friend ,  fo  as  never  to  have  them  fold. 
Thefe,  I  think,  are  all  the  Favours  I  have  to  defire ,  only  that  you 
woidd  prefent  my  Brother  Morres  and  Mr.  Saunders  each  with  a 
Mourning-Ring.  If  any  Thing  more  particular  fhould  occur  to  my 
Mind  before  that  happy  Moment,  in  which  I  jhall  be  free  from  Trouble, 

C  a.  will  ' 
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will  let  you  know  by  W ord  of  Mouth.  And  now  my  dear  eft  dear  Mr . 
Newton,  as  this  is  a  Cafe  we  are  all  fukjebl  to ,  and  that  mi  ft  foon  or 
late  happen  to  every  Body  \  and  which ,  by  the  declining  TV ay  in  which 
I find  myfefi  muft  necefarily  expect  it  will  foon  be  my  \ Turn  j  —  let 
me  beg  of  you  by  the  fncere  Ajfediion  I  have  for  you ,  and  the  tender 
Regard  I  am  perfuaded  you  have  for  me,  that  whenever  I  am  called 
out  of  this  Life ,  you  will  not  let  your  [elf  be  overcome  by  Grief ;  but 
remember  it  is  the  Duty  of  all  good  Chriftians  to  be  refgned  to  the  Will 
of  God  ;  and  as  we  came  feparate  into  this  World,  fo  we  are  not  to 
make  our  Exit  together  :  And  as  you  are  but  very  young ,  I  hope  you 
have  many  Tears  to  live ,  and  that  you  will  employ  them  for  your 
Happinefs  in  this  Life ,  and  the  Benefit  of  your  Soul  in  the  next ,  for 
that  is  the  End  of  our  being  here  :  And  I  confide  in  the  Merit  of  my 
dear  Saviour ,  that  mine  and  every  Body's  may  be  a  happy  one  towards 
Salvation .  This  is  therefore  my  laft  Requefi  to  my  dear  Mr.  New¬ 
ton,  that  you  will  live  and  be  happy,  and  remember  that  when  you 
read  this  I  fie  all  be  no  more :  and  may  you  in  the  Courfe  of  Lime  find 
fome  amiable  Companion  for  Life ,  in  whofe  Power  I  hope  it  will  be 
to  make  you  more  happy  than  I  have,  or  ever  could  do  j  which  joined 
to  all  the  Blefings  that  can  be  befiowed  on  you ,  is  the  fncere  Prayer 
fi  her,  who  when  living  was  your  moft  tenderly  a  fell  ion  ate  and  obliged 

Martha  Sophia  Swordfeager. - This  Letter  was  fealed  up  and 

^diredled  to  Mr.  Newton  to  be  opened  immediately  after  her  De~ 
ceafe  ;  —  how  it  came  to  be  fooner  opened,  muft  be  left  to  others 
to  determine.  In  whatever  View  we  examine  this  Affair,  it  will 
he  found  repugnant  to  our  Ideas  of  Delicacy  and  Honor  j  upon 
Suppoftion  of  Marriage ,  it  feems  to  be  the  greateft  Breach  of 
matrimonial  Confidence,  to  break  the  Seal  of  fo  facred  a  Depofit : 
—  Upon  Suppofition  of  a  different  Attachment ,  it  will  perhaps  be 
thought  as  dilhonourable.  an  Adtion,  as  can  difgrace  any  Character, 

to 
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to  open  fuch  a  teftamentary  Letter  of  a  female  Friend,  after  the 
Intimacy,  which  had  fubfifted  between  them,  no  longer  con¬ 
tinued,  This  Letter,  however,  as  being  fubfcribed  Martha  So¬ 
phia  Swordf eager ,  has  been  produced  by  Way  of  Proof  that  the 
Parties  were  not  married  :  But  this  Proof  is  certainly  infufficient ; 
for  her  figning  it  by  her  Maiden-Name  (exclufive  of  Mr.  Newton  s 
exprefs  Dehre)  may  be  accounted  for  upon  a  Principle  of  Ten- 
dernefs  and  Affection,  as  by  Means  of  fuch  a  Signature  fhe  might 
well  intend  to  conceal  a  Fad,  which,  if  difcovered,  fhe  knew 
would  be  prejudicial  to  his  Interefl:,  and  expofe  him  to  the  Re- 
fentment  of  all  his  Family  :  And  indeed,  whoever  reads  the  Con- 
tents  without  Prejudice,  will  eahly  fee  through  the  Difguife,  and 
be  fitisfied,  that  a  dying  Chriftian  would  not  have  expreffed  her- 
felf  in  the  Manner  the  has  there  done,  if  fhe  were  fpeaking  of  a 
criminal  Cohabitation.  —  She  recovered  however,  and  went  into 
Lodgings,  (and  Mr.  Newton  with  her,)  at  Mr.  Pearfe's,  m  Ea/l- 
/ Ireet ,  Red-Lion-Square.  In  the  fame  Houfe  lodged  Mr.  Na¬ 
thaniel  Hill ,  a  Gentleman  who  at  that  Time  profeffed  Surgery, 
but  has  fince  retired  upon  a  good  Eflate  in  North ampt on fhire. 
This  naturally  occafioned  an  Intimacy  between  him  and  Mr. 
Newton  ;  and  in  the  Courfe  of  Converfation  the  latter  frequently 
declared,  that  the  Reafon  which  induced  him  to  keep  their  Mar¬ 
riage  fecret,  was  on  Account  of  bis  Wife's  Religion .  She  was 
delivered  of  a  Son  on  the  12th  or  13th  of  November ,  1751, 
which,  not  being  likely  to  live,  was- baptized  the  14th  oil  Novem¬ 
ber,  by  the  Name  of  John,  as  appears  by  the  Regiiler  j  and  died, 
and  was  buried,  the  17th  of  November.  During  the  Time  of  her 
lying-in,  he  behaved  with  the  greateft  Tendernefs  to  her,  and 
neither  the  Man  Midwife,  the  Nurfe,  the  Apothecary,  nor  any 
of  her  Attendance,  had  the  lead  Doubt  of  their  being  married. 


I 


[  22  ] 

This  Teditnony  is  given  under  Mr.  Hill's  own  Hand,  as  will  be 
feen  in  a  fubfequent  Letter  ;  and  it  is  in  Part  confirmed  by  the 
Evidence  of  Mrs.  Leader,  who  fays  fhe  attended  her  the  latter 
Part  of  her  lying-in,  as  her  Nurfe,  during  which  Time  they  ac¬ 
knowledged  each  other  as  Man  and  Wife ;  and  their  whole  Be¬ 
haviour  feemed  to  be  expreffive  of  the  greatefl  mutual  Regard 
and  Affedtion.  Soon  after  this,  fuch  was  the  miferable  State  of 
their  Finances,  that  Mr.  Newton  declined  all  Thoughts  of  fetting 
up  in  the  Diftiller’s  Bufinefs,  and  directed  his  Views  another 
Way.  Accordingly,  by  the  Intereft  of  his  Friends,  he  procured 
an  Appointment,  under  the  Eajl-lndta  Company,  as  a  Country 
Factor  or  Trader  5  and,  by  Agreement,  fhe  was  to  retire  into 
Flanders ,  (where  fhe  could  live  at  lefs  Expence  than  in  England) 
till  fuch  Time  as  his  Circumdances  would  enable  him  to  receive 
her  in  India .  — ■  The  Day  before  he  was  to  depart,  he  was  arrefted 
by  Saunders  above-mentioned  (N°.  XIII.)  for  a  Debt,  partly, 
contradled  by  her  before  Marriage,  and  partly  by  himfelf  after 
they  were  married.  In  this  Diflrefs  he  fent  for  his  Brother, . 
Dr.  Newton ,  and  his  Friend,  Mr,  Downs ,  to  relieve  him :  On 
which  Occafion  (perhaps  being  apprehenfive  that  his  Brother 
would  not  aflift  him,  if  the  Secret  was  difclofed,)  he  mod;  fo- 
lemnly  denied  bis  Marriage .  It  is  probable  his  Brother  did  believe 
him  :  The  Sequel  will  fhew,  that  it  is  certain  Mr.  Downs  did  not . . 
On  her  being  informed  by  Mr.  Downs  the  Day  after  Mr.  Newton 
was  gone,  what  Declaration  he  had  made  to  the  Dodtor  and 
himfelf,  flie  was  mod;  outrageous,  and  with  Difficulty  could  be 
dilfuaded  from  immediately  following  him.  —  However,  as  Mr. 
Newton  had  repeatedly  allured  her  that  he  had  acquainted  his  Sif¬ 
ters,  and  they  had  promifed  him  to  keep  their  Marriage  fecret, 
till  he  was  enabled  to  own  it  publicly,  die  was  prevailed  upon  to 

acquiefce  $ 
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acquiefce  ;  and  foon  after  went  abroad  to  Werwick,  near  Life,  in 
Flanders .  While  (he  was  there,  Mr.  Downs  frequently  wrote  to 
her;  and  it  is  plain  he  thought  her  a  Married  W oman ,  by  direding 
all  his  Letters  A  Madame ,  Madame  Newton ,  &c.  —  — •  The  Ori¬ 
ginals  of  many  of  them,  particularly  the  following,  are  dill  pre- 
ferved.  The  fird  is  dated,  London ,  24th  Oblober,  1752  :  In  this 
he  informs  her,  that  Mr.  Newton  had  never  fpoken  a  (ingle  Sylla¬ 
ble  to  his  Siders  upon  the  Subjed  of  his  Marriage ;  though  be¬ 
fore  his  Journey  to  Litchfield  he  folemnly  promifed  to  acquaint  them 
with  it ;  and  afterwards  declared  to  her,  that  he  had  communi¬ 
cated  it;  —  he  then  expatiates  upon  the  Iniquity  of  fuch  Decep¬ 
tion,  and  thinks  (he  has  Reafon  to  reveal  the  Secret  of  their  Mar¬ 
riage,  in  Order  to  obviate  any  Mifcondrudions.  —  After  expref- 

(ing  his  Wifhes  for  her  better  Health,  his  Words  are  thefe - * 

(N°.  XIV.) - Whatever  Stories  Andrew  told  you  of  them  [that 

is,  his  Siders]  1  can  a  fare  you ,  they  had  not  the  leaf  Knowledge  of 
you ,  till  the  Dr.  wrote  to  Molly  after  the  Departure  of  the  Colchef- 
ter;  and  can  farther  affirm ,  that  Molly  Jo  far  from  thinking  of 
you,  fully  intended  coming  to  be  his  Houfekeeper ,  when  he  was  about 
taking  the  Shop  at  Moorgate  j  fhe  was  fo  full  of  it,  that  Jhe  went  to 
Burton  on  Purpofe  to  take  her  Leave  of  my  Sifter ;  as  I  know  their 
Innocency ,  cant  but  be  a  good  deal furprifed  at  Mr.  New  ton  h  decei¬ 
ving  yon  in  the  Manner  he  did,  in  Regard  to  them ;  and fince  he  has 
ufed  you  thus,  think  you  are  quite  at  Liberty  to  clear  your f elf  of  what 
fome  People  have  blamed  you  for ;  and  1  hope  and  doubt  not  but  it  is 
in  your  Power  to  do,  and  am  Jure  no  one  can  blame  you  for  it,  let  your 
Promifes  have  been  never fo  fir  on g  ...  .lam  very  glad  you've  heard  of 
Mr.  Newton  i  fafe  Arrival,  and  /till  hope  that  he  l  live ,  thrive, 
and  have  Gratitude  enough  in  him  to  endeavour  his  whole  Life,  to 
make  you  Amends  for  what  Tm  convinced  you  ve  fuff  end  thro  him ; 

and 


[  24  ] 


and  do  fmcerely  wifi  you  a  fpeedy  Change  to  this  gloomy  Scene ,  and  am 
sour  obedient  humble  Servant ,  &c.  William  Downs.  —  The  next 
Letter  is  dated,  London ,  4-th  September,  1753,  and  exprefles  his 

good  Wishes  for  her  Profperity,  —  Viz. — —  (N°.  XV.) - 

Dear  Madam ,  It  is  with  much  Pleafure  1  feal  the  inclofed  from  Mr. 
Andrew  Newton,  which  I  have  juft  reed  from  the  Ship  Ad¬ 
miral  Vernon,  and  hope  it  contains  great  Comfort ,  and  as  true  Satifi 
faciion  as  can  be  wified  for  in  a  Letter .  However  great  his  and 
your  Defires  are  of  being  together ,  muff  neither  of  you  think  of  for 
feme  Lime  ;  but  endeavour  to  be  content  in  hearing  yearly  from  eacb 
other ,  as  he  is  yet  a  Stranger  abroad ,  and  not  fettled  in  Bufmefs  fuf  - 
ficient  to  defray  any  additional  Expence ,  it  would  by  no  Means  be  pru¬ 
dent  to  think  of  fach  a  Meeting  yet  a  while .  As  the  outward-bound 
Ships  will  be  for  departing  about  Chrifimas)  pleafe  to  let  me  have  your 
Letters  by  that  Lime  ;  if  you  would  write  two ,  would  be  more  fare , 
and  will  fend  them  by  two  different  Ships  ,  I  hope  by  this  Lime 
you  are  much  better  in  Health ,  and  hope  the  inclofed  will  add  theretc> 
and  give  you  great  Peace  of  Mind„  which  is  the  fincere  Defire  of  your 
moft  humble  Servant  William  Downs.  — *■ —  The  following  Letter 
breathes  the  warmed  EfFufions  of  Friendfhip,  and  is  fraught  with 
Concern  for  her  diftrefsful  Situation  3  it  contains  likewife  a  Direc¬ 
tion  to  Mr.  Newton  s  Brother  and  Sifters,  and  advifes  her  to  make 

Application  to  them  for  Relief  3 - ■  (N\  XVI.) - Dear 

Madam ,  February  1,  1754,  Tours  of  the  15  th  of  January  t  I  have 
received  with  the  Account  inclofed ,  which  1  this  Day  prefented  to 
Mr.  Speck,  and  am  firry  to  tell  you  his  Anfwer  was ,  that  he  had 
not  a  Shilling  of  Mr.  Newton*  in  Hand  .  ...  1  am  very  firry  it  is 
out  of  my  P ower  to  make  your  Situation  in  Life  more  comfortable , 
which  if  I  could  have  done  even  with  feme  Difficulty  to  myfelfi  fiould 

not  have  given  you  Lime  to  repeat  your  Situation ,  and  can  truly  fay 

on 
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on  your  Account  it  gives  me  no  fmall  Concern.  Since  Irec  d  your  laftt 
I've  feen  Dr.  Newton,  and  again  repeated  the  Hardfhips  you  fuffered 
on  his  Brother’s  Account ,  hut  could  not  perceive  any  Bowels  of  Com¬ 
panion  in  him.  I  woud  advife  you  to  try  what  Writing  to  him  will 
doyif  it  fhould  not  fucceed ,  you  l  but  he  as  you  are\  but  if  you  dot 
beg  you  l  not  mention  that  I  advifed  you  to  it ;  as  Andrew*  Sifters 
likewife  are  acquainted  with  your  Circumjlances ,  think  it  would  not 
be  improper  to  give  them  a  Line  or  two ,  if  you  meet  with  no  En¬ 
couragement  from  the  Dr.  ,  .  .  / fmcerely  wif  you  better  Health ,  and 
ftjould  have  been  very  glad  to  have  been  the  Author  of  better  News ,  but 
as  I  really  cannot ,  the  leaf  faid  is  often  bejl ,  and  am your  moft  humble 
Servant,  W.  Downs.  —  P.  S.  Dr.  Newton ,  Grofvencr -Street)  Mifs 

Newton  at  Litchfield ,  Staffbrdfhire . - In  the  next  Letter,  dated 

June  14,  1754,  he  expreffes  his  Joy  in  having  an  Opportunity  of 
remitting  her  a  Letter  with  a  Bill  of  Exchange  from  Mr.  Newton ; 
which  he  hopes  will  give  Eafe  and  Comfort  to  her  Mind  ;  it  is  as 

follows. - (N*.  XVII.) - Dear  Madam ,  yours  of  the  6th  of 

March  I  received ,  which  not  being  able  to  anfwer  to  your  Satisfac¬ 
tion ,  and  daily  expending  a  Ship  from  Fort  St.  David,  was  the  Rea- 
fon  for  my  Silence :  Lafi  Week  I  returned  Home  f  rom  a  Journey ,  when 
I  found  your  Favour  of  the  1 8ih  of  May :  Since  then  have  received 
a  Letter  from  Mr.  Andrew  Newton,  with  the  inclofed  for  you , 
which  I  take  the  firft  Opportunity  of  remitting  you  with  Joy ,  and  at 
the  fame  Fime  a  Bill  of  Exchange  on  Paris,  by  George  Bryan  for  28/. 
Sterling)  which  I  doubt  not  but  will  be  honoured  >  the  Drawer  is  a 
Friend  of  mine)  and  fays ,  if  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  you,  Mr. 
Vander-Cruife  de  la  Motte  will  give  you  Cafh  immediately  for 
it by  Mftake  it  is  payable  to  Mary  infiead  of  Martha  5  but  if  you 
pleafe  to  write  M.  Newton  on  the  Backfide  of  the  Bill  it  will  be  fa- 
tisfadlory.  —  1  am  very  glad  to  hear  Andrew  is  well  and  content  in 

D  bis 
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bis  Station,  tho  he  fays  it  is  not  quite  fo  well  with  him  as  he  expeCled, 
v et  doubts  not  of  making  a  Fortune  in  Time ;  he  exprejfes  in  full 
T :rms  bis  great  Regard  and  Affe&ion  for  you ,  and  hopes  to  live  to 
make  you  ample  Satisfaction  for  pajl  Injuries  :  I* be  Bill  he  fent  me  is 
for  40/.  only ;  2$  of  which  he  defired  me  to  remit  you ,  which  I  do, 
with  much  Pie afure,  only  wifh  it  had  been  for  a  larger  Sum  ;  as  1 
fuppofe  it  to  be  all  it  fuited  at  that  Time,  doubt  not  of  your  making 
it  go  as  far  as  can  be,  till  he  makes  farther  Remittances ,  which 

will  be,  I  dare  fay ,  next  Tear . 1  hope  by  this  Time,  the  Scafon 

being  fine,  you  are  better  in  Health,  and  that  the  inclofed  Letter  will 
eafe  your  Mind ,  which  I  fall  be  glad  to  hear ;  in  the  mean  Time, 
believe  me  to  be  your  mofl  humble  Servant  W.  Downs. —  In  another 
Letter  (not  dated)  is  intimated  the  tender  Regard  which  Mr. 
Newton  profefles,  and  his  Defign  of  fending  for  her  to  India,  as 
foon  as  his  Circumftances  will  enable  him  to  receive  her  :  —  The 

Words  are  thefe. - (N°.  XVIII.)  - - Dear  Madam,  I  am 

favoured  with  yours  of  the  2  §th  ult°,  and  am  forry  to  find  by  it  that 
your  Health  is  not  re-eftablifhed  $  was  in  Hopes  hearing  from  Mr . 
Newton  (tho  not  quite  to  your  Satisfaction)  woud  by  Degrees  have 
worked  that  about:  —  Since  yours  I  have  reed  a  Letter  from  Fort  St. 
David  by  the  Dorrington  juft  now  arrived. . . .  Tho  his  to  me  is  fort, 
he  fays  a  good  Deal  about  you,  and  ajfures  me  of  the  tender  Regard 
he  has  for  you  j  and  that  he  never  can  be  happy  till  be  has  you  with 
him  ;  but  cant  think  of  it  at  pre fent*.  I  am  afraid  the  Troubles  the 
Country  is  in  makes  their.  Trade  the  worfe,  and  hinders  him  from  get* 
ting  on  fo  faft  as  I  could  wift  ;  but  however  let  Times  be  as  they  will, 
hope  a  few  Tears  will  put  him  above  Difficulties,  and  enable  him  to 
make  your  Life  happy.  Some  Ships  will  depart  in  three  Weeks,  and 
if  will  pie  afe  to  forward  your  Letters,  will  take  Care  of  them.  ...  I 
am,  dear  Madam,  ,  with  all  due  RefpeCls  fncerely  yours  W.  Downs. 

The 
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The  following  Letter  is  dated  4th  March,  1 755.  Herein  he  com- 
paflionates  her  deplorable  Situation,  advances  10/.  for  her  Relief, 
and  inf  nuates  a  fevere  Reflection  upon  a  Perfon,  whom  he  feems 
to  have  confidered  as  her  Hujhand's  Brother .  After  fome  Apolo¬ 
gies  for  his  Silence,  he  proceeds  to  fay - (N°.  XIX.) - I 

am  extremely  firry  to  hear  hy  your  lajl  oj  your  repeated  TJneafmefs ,  and 
had  State  of  Health  ;  and  the  more  fo,  that  your  Circumfiances  are 
narrow,  and  in  Want  of  Relief 3  I  have  therefore  inclofed  you  as  above 
a  Bill  for  1  o  /.  Sterling ,  drawn  by  the  fame  Gentleman ,  and  on  the 
fame  Houfi,  as  the  other  I  fent  you ,  and  hope  you' l  find  no  Difficulty 
in  getting  the  Money  3  pleafi  to  fign  M.  Newton  on  the  back  Bart 
of  it,  being  made  payable  to  your  Order  \  and  1  hope  Mr,  Newton 
will  remit  it  to  me  P\firft  Opportunity ,  and  alfi  a  larger  Sum  for 
your  Comfort.  Dr.  Newton  called  here  about  a  Week  ago,  and  feem- 
ed  to  compafjionate  your  Sufferings  3  but  wcu'd  not  advance  a  Shil¬ 
ling,  I  fear,  if  you  was  ftarving . —  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your 
Wijhes  to  me  of  Health,  &c.  and  wijh  you  had  as  good  a  Share  as  I 
have,  and  hope  the  worjl  with  you  is  pafi ,  and  will  fion  find  the  Scale 
turn'd  in  your  Favour.  I  hope  this  Sum,  fmall  as  it  is,  will  be  fuff 
ficient  till  we  hear  from  India,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  long  before , 
and  am  your  mofi  humble  Servant,  W.  Downs.  —  His  laft  Letter 
bears  Date,  2  July,  1755;  in  which  (according  to  his  ufual 
Strain  of  good  Will  towards  her  and  Mr.  Newton)  he  thus  ex- 

prefles  himfelf - -  (N°*  XX.)  — — —  Dear  Madam,  fince  my  laft, 

1  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  6th  of  April,  which  I  gladly  take 
this  Opportunity  to  anfwer,  and  inclofe  you  a  Letter  from  Mr.  New¬ 
ton,  which  1  hope  and  doubt  not  but  will  give  you  more  Satisfaction 
than  any  Sub)  e hi  I  coud  have  wrote  about  before  :  —  He  writes  me, 
that  he  is  at  prefent  200  Miles  from  Madrafs,  and  not  then  fo  able  to 
fend  or  receive  Letters  as  before  3  but  hopes  not  to  flay  long  there, 

D  2  which 
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‘which  I  fuppofe  he  gives  you  a  fuller  Account  of  He  has  not  by  this 
Ship  made  any  Remittance ,  but  fays  he  will  Pr.  next ,  which  I  hope 
he  l  not  omit  doing  on  y our  Account  ;  but  if  he  Jhoud\  Til  endeavour 
to  make  you  a  f mall  Remittance ,  not  doubting  but  you  l  manage  it  with 
much  Frugality ,  and  make  it  laji  as  long  as pofible  for  Andrew’*  Sake, 
who  at  this  Time  cant  be  fuppofed  to  have  much  to  fpare .  1  hope  by 

this  you  have  got  the  better  of  your  Complaints ,  both  in  Mind  and 
F  erf  on,  and  will  tell  me  in  your  next ,  that  you  are  fo.  There  aw 
other  Ships  expeBed  from  Madrafs  next  Month  ;  by  fome  of  them  I 
hope  Jhall  hear  again ,  and  do  af'ure  you  ( as  Fve  before  done J  that 
there  / hall  be  no  Delay  in  me ,  in  RefpeB  to  any  Thing  1  can  forward 
to  y ou y  and  am  your  moft  faithful  humble  Servant ,  W.  Downs. 

This  Gentleman  was  Mr.  Newton's  moil  intimate  Acquaintance, 
and,  in  his  Abfence,  a&ed  as  his  Agent;  it  cannot  therefore  be 
imagined  that  he  was  ignorant  of  fo  effential  a  Point,  as  his  Friend  V 
Marriage;  and,  as  a  Proof  of  his  Opinion  upon  that  Article,  foon 
after  his  fair  Correfpondent  returned  from  Flanders ,  he  placed  her; 
as  Mr.  Newton's  Wifey  to  lodge  and  board  at  one  Mr.  Bailey  s,  in 
Racket-Court ,  Fleet-freet ;  whom  he  expreflly  told,  that  her 
Hufband  then  relided  in  Indiay  and  was  Brother  to  Dr.  Newton ; 
and  that  he  himfelf  would  be  his  Security  for  the  Payment  of  her 
Board,  &c.  For  the  Truth  of  this  Circumflance,  Evidence  upon 
Oath  was  ready  to  be  given  upon  a  former  Occafion:  —  But  exclur* 
five  hereof  it  appears  from  the  whole  of  the  above  Letters,  (which 
teftify  an  Opinion  of  her  Merit,  and  bear  the  Stamp  of  a  fincere 
Regard  for  both  Parties),  that  Mr.  Downs  thought  them  married , 
and  expected  that  Mr.  Newton  would  fend  for  her  as  foon  as  he 
was  in  a  Capacity  to  maintain  her  as  his  Wife  :  and  this  Preemp¬ 
tion  of  their  Marriage,  together  with  the  Teftimony  of  her  good 

Conduct* 
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Condudt,  intimated  in  the  above  Letters,  ought  to  be  particularly, 
remarked ;  becaufe  in  the  Sequel  it  will  appear,  that  Mr.  Newtons 
Return,  with  an  ample  Fortune,  has  wonderfully  operated  upon  Mr. 
Downs ,  and  made  as  great  an  Alteration  in  his  Judgement,  as 

Abfence  had  made  in  his  own  Affedtion. - In  Order,  however, 

to  come  nearer  to  the  Point,  Mr.  Newtons  own  Letters,  though 
not  perhaps  amounting  to  a  legal  Proof,  will  furnifh  fufficient 
Matter  to  convince  the  Vnderftanding  of  unprejudiced  Enquirers. 
From  the  Time  of  his  going  abroad  there  was  a  conftant  Corref- 
pondence  between  them  as  Hufhand  and  PFife  for  fome  Years 
His  firft  Letter  is  dated  from' Fort  St.  David's,  23d  February, 

1753,  in  which  among  other  Thing  he  fays,  — - (N°.  XXL) 

«* —  ....  Oh  my  dear  eft  Patty,  it  is  impoftible  for  you  to  imagine 
one  Million  Fart  of  the  Uneaftnefs  and  Anxieties  I  have  had,  and 
fill  have ,  not  only  for  my  own  Misfortunes but  your  Sufferings  ^ 
which  tho  innocently  I  cant  but  think  myfelf  in  fome  Meafure  the 
Caufe  of  j  and  my  deareft  Creature  s  being  with  Child  again ,  which , 
was  not  our  Cafe  fo  very  hard,  would  be  the  great  eft  Blefting  that  could 
happen  to  me,  ferves  now  only  to  make  me  more  miferable ;  as  I  have 
had  but  too  melancholy  an  Inftance ,  how  much  you  would  want  Comfort 
at  fuch  a  Time,  not  to  be  under  the  great  eft  Apprehenfions  on  that  Ac¬ 
count  .  .  .  I've  not  rec  d  any  Benefit  from  the  Letters  or  Recommen¬ 
dation  I  brought  with  me ;  one  Gentleman  being  returned  to  England ; 
another  gone  as  Supercargo  to  Manilla,  and  will  not  return  yet  for 
fometime  j  and  a  third  who  was  Governor  here ,  and  to  whom  I  had 
the  greateft  Dependance ,  dead  -,  fo  that  whatever  Places  of  Profit 
I  may  in  Time  enjoy ,  Imuft  expell  to  arrive  at  by  Seniority,  and  not 
by  the  Inter  eft  of  Friends ;  I  may  indeed  look  on  the  above  as  the  great - 
eft  Misfortunes,  as  it  will  be  a  Hindrance  to  my  having  my  deareft 
Patty  with' me  for  fometime  as  upon  themoft  moderate  Calculation  it 

*  will 
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% sill  cojl  at  leaf  four  Times  my  prefenl  Income  to  live  as  any  Lalys 
do  ....  I  am  afraid  my  dear  Creature  will  think  hard  of  me,  but  if 
Jhe  conjiders ,  will ,  I  hope ,  do  all  in  her  Power  to  bear  with  it ,  as 
there  is  a  Certainty ,  if  I  live ,  of  being  in  fuch  Cir  cum  [lances  as  will 
enable  me  not  only  to  pay  my  Debts ,  but  to  live  in  fuch  a  Manner , 

/  fjope  will  not  be  difagreeable  to  her  ...  I  am  but  too  fenfble  that 
what  I  have  wrote  will  be  far  from  giving  my  deareft  Patty  the  Sa- 
tisfaElion  or  Comfort  that  I  promifed ,  or  Jhe  has  Reafon  to  expedl 
from  my  Love ;  but  hope  by  her  calmly  confidering  my  unhappy  Situa¬ 
tion,  foe  will  enable  herfelf  to  bear  up  with  her  Misfortunes,  as  it  is 
entirely  owing  to  too  cruel  a  NeceJJity,  and  not  any  Alteration  or 
Diminution  of  that  Regard  and  AffeElion  I Jhall  for  ever  have  for 
her.  —  I  have  wrote  to  Mr.  Downs  to  fupply  you  with  Cafe  in  Jiich 
a  Manner,  as  I  hope  will  not  be  in  vain  j  notwithjianding  I  am  al¬ 
ready  fo  much  indebted  to  him ;  but  if  any  unforefeen  Accident  fiould 
happen  to  prevent  your  receiving  Supplies  from  that  Quarter,  if  Mr. 
Morrcs  will  be  Jo  kind  as  to  aftijl  you ,  I  Jhall  ever  acknowledge  the 
Obligation,  as  well  as  indemnify  him  as  Jbon  as  ever  it  is  in  my 
Power  ....  Let  me  intreat  my  dear  Sophia  as  the  greatef  Injlance 
of  her  AfeElion  (and  ft:e  tells  me  Jhe  will  do  any  Thing  for  me)  to 
bear  up  with  our  Misfortunes  till  that  happy  Time  Jhall  come ,  in 
which  [he  Jhall  again  blefs  and  be  blef'ed  in  the  longing  Arms  of  her 

ever  fincerely  affeElionate  and  unalterable,  Andrew  Newton. - - 

Upon  the  Receipt  of  Mr.  Downs's  Letter  of  the  24th  of  OElober , 
1752,  before  hated,  N*.  XIV.  fne  wrote  a  very  ftrong  Letter  to 
Mr.  Newton ,  upbraiding  him  for  having  denied  his  Marriage, 
which  occahoned  his  Letter  of  the  26th  of  September ,  1 753, 

which  is  principally  as  follows - (N°.  XXII.) - What  An f- 

wer  can  I  return  my  deareft  Sophia  to  fuch  a  Letter  as  that  of  hers 
of  November  lajlt  or  how  J, hall  I  be  able  to  paint  or  make  her  con¬ 
ceive 
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ceive  that  inceffant  Angnijh  of  Mind  I  do  and  /hall  ever  labour  wi¬ 
der  ,  and  which  even  Jhe  ( if  fenfible  of  what  I  endure  only  for  one 
Minute)  would  think  there  needed  not  the  dictating  of  fuch  a  Letter 
to  augment  .*  Jhall  I  never ,  my  dearefi  Creature ,  be  blefs'd  with  one 
Linet  but  what  is  filled  with  fuch  Reproaches ,  as  give  me  more  Pain 
to  read  or  even  think  of  than  it  is  pofjible  to  exprefs  ....  There  is  but 
one  Line  that  can  give  me  the  leaf  Relief  and  in  that  f:e  very  juflly 
attributes  my  Behaviour  to  the  wretched  State  of  my  Affairs  j  wretch¬ 
ed  indeed  was  it,  and  more  wretched  was  my  [elf  at  the  Time,  or  I 
fhould  not  have  told  the  difagreeable  Fib  of  our  not  being  married  to 
tkofe  I  didy  and  thereby  fubj  ebbing  her  to  fuch  Ihfults  ;  but  cant  my 
dearefl  Creature  forgive  me  ?  I  am  fure  ffe  would ,  if  Jhe  knew  how 
Jincerely  I  repented  it ;  and  as  (notwithfanding  there  is  fo  many  Ap¬ 
pearances  againfl  me),  there  never  was  or  ever  will  be  a  more  fincere 
or  more  conflant  A-ffebiion ,  than  that  I  have  for  her ;  fo  I  hope  as  I 
never  in  the  leaf  doubted  her  real  Regard  for  me,  fie  will  endeavour 
to  bear  up  againfl  our  mutual  Misfortunes :  She  Hkewife  mufl  be  very 
fenfible y  that  my  Capacity  to  provide  for  her  either  according  to  he?' 
Merit  or  my  WtfieSy  was  the  greatefl y  nay  the  only  Allay  to  our 
Happinefsy  whilfi  1  was  with  her ;  and  I  am  forry  the  Cafe  is  not  as 
yet  at  all  altered  for  the  better ;  as  I  am  much  in  Debt ,  and  whatever 
X  may  foon  do,  have  not  as  yet  found  the  Advantage  I  thought  X  had 
Reafon  to  expebl ;  and  this  is  a  Place  infinitely  more  expenfive  than 
England,  and  where  a  Nearne/s  of  Fortune  is  neither  fo  eafy  to  be 
concealedy  or  in  the  married  State  to  be  endured :  and  after  paying  my 
Debts  I  think  I  am  bound  by  all  the  Tyes  of  Honour  and  Gratitude 
(and  if  poffible  more  by  Inclination)  to  do  every  Thing  in  my 
Power  to  make  that  Life  pafs  eafy  and  agreable  that  has  been  fo 
much  otherwife  on  my  Account  >  and  grating  indeed  would  it  be 
to  fee  one  fo  dear  to  me,  and  who  has  fufferedfo  much for  me,  deflitute 


of  any  \ Thing  every  one  in  that  State  of  Life  enjoys  here :  Let  me 
then  intreat  you ,  my  deareji  Patty,  not  to  entei'tain  fo  bad  an  Opinion 
of  me ,  as  my  Adlions ,  whatever  they  may  be  in  Appearance ,  coidd 
never  be  intentionally  bad  to  one ,  whom  I  fo  dearly  love  ;  and  be  af- 
fured  that  you  yourftlj  cant  more  ardently  wifi  for  our  Meeting  than 
l  do ;  and  as  Nothing  upon  Earth  ran  ever  give  me  Half  the  Sat  if 
faction  and  P lea  fur e,  you  may  depend ,  that  as  foon  as  ever  my  Affairs 
are  in  a  Condition  to  make  your  Life  here  tolerably  happy ,  l  Jhall  ne¬ 
ver  neglect  the  firft  Opportunity  of  being  fo  happy  as  your  Charms  will 
make  me.  —  I  hope  then  my  dearef  Creature  will  endeavour  to  bear 
this  cruel  Separation ,  and  not  fuff  er  her  Health  to  be  impaired  at  the 
fame  Lime  fie  thinks  too  hard  of  one,  who  has  the  greateft  Affe&ion 
for  her ,  and  whofe  Life  {hall  be  a  Study  to  make  a  Compenfation 
for  thole  Hardships  die  has  endured  for  his  Sake.  I  wrote  you  in 
February  l aft,  and  was  very  ferry  I  could  not  then  make  any  Remit - 
tances :  I  with  this  fetid  a  Bill  of  forty  Pounds  payable  to  Mr.  Downs; 
■cut  of  which  he  will  deducl  the  Charges  he  defrayed  for  me  the  Day  of 
my  Departure ..  .  .  .  And  new ,  my  dear  eft  dear  Patty,  let  me  intreat 
you  by  that  tender  A ff  cl  ion  you  have  for  me,  not  to  give  Way  to  Defe 
pendency,  but  endeavour  to  regain  that  Health  you  give  me  fuch  a 
melancholy  Account  of  being  fo  much  impaired ;  that  I  may  fill  be  in 
Hopes  that  you  will  b  lefts  the  longing  Arms  of  my  dear  eft  Creature , 

your  ever  tender ,  affedlionate ,  and  conftant  ,Andw.  Newton. - -The 

next  Letter,  dated  Panjour ,  4  October ,  1 754,  is  as  follows.  — - — - 
(N°.  XXIII.) — ^r-Pfoe  Pleafures  my  dcareft  Patty ’s  Letters  of  De¬ 
cember  laft  gave  me,  was  confederacy  lejfened  by  hearing  her  bad 
State  of  Health  continued ;  and  not  lefts  fo  at  the  unkind  ( I  wont  fay 
reproachful)  Manner ,  in  which  fie  writes.  Believe  me,  my  deareji 
Creature ,  that  as  Nothing  will  ever  alter  or  diminifh  my  Affedlion  to 
you ,  fo  I  Jhall  never  omit  any  Opportunity  that  is  in  my  Power ,  to  do 
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any  Thing  that  will  conduce  to  your  Happinefs ;  hut  mujl  fay ,  I  think 
you  ought  rather  to  conjider  my  Circumftances ,  what  you  may  e» 

peCl  from  them,  than  what  you  have  either  been  ufed  to,  or  your  Merit 
entities  you  to  :  Tou  are  not  ignorant  of  the  difagreeahle  Situation  I 
was  in  before  my  Coming  to  India  .  .  .  .  And  yet  you  not  only  expeCi, 
that  IJhouid  make  you  large  Remittances ,  but  immediately  have  you 
come  out  to  India,  the  Expences  of  which  and  hiving  here  a  few 
Months  only,  would  be  as  much  as  I  could  get  Money  to  dif charge ,  and 
that  too  not  my  own  :  I  am  too  well  convinced  of  your  Affection,  not 
to  know  what  you  would  fuff'er ,  to  fee  me  in  a  Jay l ;  thd  you  are  fo 
ill  refgned  to  the  only  Means  of  avoiding  it .  With  no  finall  lncom - 
veniency  1  remitted  40/.  to  Mr.  Downs  this  Time  twelvemonth,  and 
by  the  Ship  which  fails  from  this  Coaft  in  January  next  i  will  remit 
the  like ,  or  if  pofjible  a  larger  Sum  j  and  ftoaii  continue  to  fend  you 
fuch  Supplies ,  as  the  utmoft  of  my  Abilities  will  permit,  till  fuch 
Times  as  I  can  have  the  Happinefs  of  fending  for  you  5  which  you 
may  ajfure  yourfelf  will  be  as  foon  as  ever  1  am  in  a  Way  of  providing 
for  you  with  any  tolerable  Degree  of  Comfort  ....  Whatever  you 
may  think ,  my  dear ,  my  great  eft  Defire  of  Riches,  or  any  Thing  that 
is  valuable  in  this  Life ,  would  be  to  ill  a  re  them  with  you,  and 
contribute  to  your  Satisfaction  ;  —  do  not  then my  deareft  Life , 
give  Way  to  our  cruel  Deftiny ,,  and  take  from  me  the  only  P  leaf  are 
I  have,  that  of  receiving  your  Letters ,  by  writing  them  in  Jo  unkind 
a  Manner  .  .  .  .  .  .  Adieu ,  my  deareft  Patty,  remember  Nothing  can 
ever  efface  your  Idea  from  my  Heart ;  endeavour  to  bear  up  againft 
our  Misfortunes ,  and  live  to  make  happy  him ,  who  with  the  mojl 
tender  Regard  will  ever  remain ,  dear  Patty,  your  mojl  fincerely  af¬ 
fectionate  Andw.  Newton.  — —  In  the  next,  dated  Fort  St.  Dar 

vid's,  24  October ,  1756,  he  fays, - (N°.  XXIV.)  - - I  have 

received  my  dear  Patty  h  Letter ,  dated  the  2jth  of  January  lad. 
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which  grieves  me  to  find,  that  every  Thing  1  write  with  fo  different 
m  Intention  Jhould  be  termed  Reproaches  -,  for  I  think  fie  has  had 
fuff  dent  Proof  of  my  Aff'eSUon,  to  be  convinced  that  it  is  from  very 
different  Motives  ;  but  as  all  I  can  write  in  that  RefpeA ,  feems  to 
have  no  Eject  towards  convincing  her  of  it,  I  fiall  for  the  future 
fay  very  little  on  that  Subject :  My  lafi  Letters  no  Doubt  may  appear 
fill  more  fo,  and  tho',  my  dear,  I  omit  Repetitions  of  what  1  then 
wrote,  and  what  you  think  fo  very  hard,  I  expert  if  you  have  any 
Regard  for  me,  that  you  will  comply  with  it.  I  have  now  the 
greatefi  Reafon  to  think  it  requifite,  and  you  will  perhaps  be  lefs  fur- 
prifed  at  it,  than  1  have  been  at  receiving  a  Letter  from  an  Ac¬ 
quaintance  of  mine  on  Purpofe  to  inform  me,  that  you  had  demanded 
from  Mr.  Speck  any  Effects  of  mine  that  might  be  in  his  Hands  :  1 
fill  don't  know  how  to  give  Credit  to  it,  and  the  lefs  fo,  as  you  have 
not  made  the  leaf  Mention  of  any  fuch  Thing  in  yours,  and  cant  think 
you  would  take  fo  very  extraordinary  a  Step  without  my  Permifjion, 
and  much  lefs  without  advifing  me  of  it. - By  the  lajl  Ships  1  re¬ 

mitted  Air.  Downs  Money  both  to  repay  what  he  had  advanced  you, 
and  for  your  future  Supplies,  tho'  attended  with  the  III  Convenience 
of  paying  eight  pr.  Cent,  a  Tear  Inter  eft.  It  gives  me  the  greatefi 

Concern  to  find  I  am  fo  far  funk  in  your  Opinion,  as  to  be  thought 
capable  of  making  Excufes  for  not  writing,  when  I  might  have  done 
it  -,  or  of  fending  you  fuch  different  Accounts  from  my  real  Situation. 
There  is  never  but  two  Ships  difpatched  from  this  Coafi  in  a  Tear, 
and  thofe  from  China  and  other  Parts  of  India  are  both  tGo  far  to  get 
Intelligence  of  the  Time  of  their  Sailing,  and  the  Conveyance  of  Let¬ 
ters  too  precarious  to  be  depended  on  j  and  you  will  find  by  the  Date  of 
both  my  loft,  that  I  had  not  even  then  left  Tanjour,  tho  I  did  very 
foon  after :  Did  I  ever  give  my  dearefi  Patty  Reafon  to  judge  fo  hard¬ 
ly  of  me,  and  is  it  not  cruel,  that  added  to  the  Defpair  of  ever  being 
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happy  with  her ,  I  am  denied  the  leajl  Comfort  or  Satisfaction  from  her 
Letters ?  and  for  what?  —  Bccaufe  I  cant  do  ImpoJJibilities ,  and 
am  unwilling  to  go  to  a  fail,  or  to  be  made  incapable  of  fending  her 
thofe  Supplies  I  Jhould  with  the  greateft  Pleafure  increafe  :  Phe  only 
Hope  from  Mifery  is,  that  Pi  me  may  convince  her  with  what  Sin¬ 
cerity ,  I  am  my  dear ef  Patty  'smofl  affectionate ,  thd  very  unfortunate 
Andw.  Newton.  — —  The  laft  Letter,  which  he  is  fuppofed  to 
have  written  to  her  from  India ,  bears  Date,  Fort  St.  David's, 

loth  November ,.  1757,  and  is  as  follows, - (N°.  XXV.)  —  ■ 

Dear  Patty,  after  fuch  an  Anfwer  as  yours  of  December  laft  to  what 
I  had  before  wrote ,  and  if  poftible  the  continual  additional  (l  might 
add J curr ileus)  Reproaches ,  I  by  every  Letter  receive  from  you,  I 
am  determined  this  Jhall  be  the  laft  I  ever  will  return  to  any  of  that 
Kind  y  had  you  read  that  or  any  of  my  Letters  with  the  laft  Particle 
of  that  AffeClion  you  formerly  had  for  me,  you  would  have  Jhewn  more 
Compliance  on  the  leaf  Motive,  than  you  have  on  the  ftrongeft  I  could 
then  or  can  now  urge  ;  and  am  forry  to  think  you  have  fo  very  little 
Deference  to  my  Opinion  or  Eafe  of  Mind .  Little  did  I  once  think 
that  my  PattyV  Letters  could  be  dif agreeable  to  me  \  but  read  over  all 
you  have  fent  me  Jince  my  leaving  England,  and  compare  three  Parts 
of  every  Individual  of  them  with  the  other  fourth  y — by  the  firft  e- 
very  Body  muft  judge  as  well  as  yourfelf,  that  there  is  not  a  Man 
breathing  can  deferve  fo  bad  a  Character,  and  no  one  but  would  doubt 
the  Prof  efforts  in  the  other  Part,  when  dictated  by  the  fame  Pen 
which  had  wrote  the  former .  It  is  neecllefs  for  me  to  fay  more  than  to 
refer  you  to  the  abovementioned,  with  which  I  expeCt  your  JlriCl  Com¬ 
pliance  in  every  Particular,  as  a  Left  of  that  AfeClionyou  profefs  for 
him ,  who  is  and  will  be  as  you  may  pi  eafe  to  have  him,  my  dear 

Patty ’s  ever  affectionate  Andw.  Newton. - -This  Letteris  fuppofed. 

to  be  the  laft  he  ever  wrote  to  her,  having  before  that  Time  be~ 

E  2  corns 
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come  acquainted  with  a  Portuguefe  Lady  at  Fort  St.  David's,  with 
whom  he  lived,  and  was  thought  by  fome  to  be  married. 

We  cannot  but  obferve,  in  all  the  preceding  Letters,  that  Mr. 
Newton  has  uniformly  omitted  to  fubfcribe  himfelf  her  Hujband j 
and,  as  fome  Perfons  may  conclude  from  thence,  that  there  fub- 
hfted  no  matrimonial  Conne&ion  between  them,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  infert  in  this  Place  two  Fragments,  *  which  are  Jlill  re¬ 
maining }  wherein  he  expreflly  gives  himfelf  that  Appellation  un¬ 
der  his  own  Hand:  —  The  firffc  is  an  Extract  from  a  Letter,  bear¬ 
ing  Date  Jane  14,  (the  Year  not  fpecified),  and  concluding  thus 

— -  (N°.  XXVI.) - His  Ingratitude  to  one  fo  deferving  ;  and 

I  am  Jure  I  need  not  wifi  him  a  greater  Punifiment ;  adieu ,  my 
dearejl  Patty,  be  affured  that  I  am  and  ever  fiall  be  your  very  affec¬ 
tionate  fluiband,  Andrew  Newton.  . —  -  The  other  Frag¬ 
ment  is  in  thefe  Words :  — —  (N°.  XXVII.) - Pray  my  kind 

Love  to  her,  and  be  affured ,  my  dearejl  Patty,  that  I  am  your  very 
loving  Hufband,  Andrew  Newton.  — — - —  Suppofing,  however, 
that  thefe  Extracts  under  his  own  Hand  bad  not  been  preferved, 
dill  the  negative  Argument,  founded  upon  the  Omiflion  of  the 
Term  Hujband,  would  have  but  little  Weight  ;  for  it  is  to  be  con- 
fidered,  that  the  Marriage  was  at  all  Events  to  be  concealed,  and 
that  he  was  moreapprehenfiveof  his  Father’s  and  Brother’s  Difplea- 
fure  from  the  Difcovery  of  an  honourable  Connexion,  than  from  the 
Imputation  of  an  Affair  of  Gallantry ;  the  one  he  thought  would 
be  looked  upon  as  a  venial  Fault,  the  other  condemned  as  an  in¬ 
expiable  Offence.*  —  Beftdes,  were  we  to  judge  from  Events,  fo 
well  difeiplined  he  feems  to  have  been  in  the  Science  of  Evafion 
and  Defence,  that  an  Omiffion  of  this  Sort  might  be  aferibed  to  a 

deep-laid 

•  Tho’  fuch  might  have  been  Mr.  Newt-mi's  Apprehenftons,  it  may  fairly,  however, 
be  prefumed  that  they  were  without  any  juft  Foundation.  — 
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deep-laid  Plan,  adopted  ab  Initio ,  whereby  he  might  defign  to  a- 
vail  himfelf  hereafter  of  this  Referve ,  and  take  Shelter  under  it  to 
protect  him  from  the  Laws :  If  fuch  were  his  Views  of  Advantage 
over  an  artlefs  unfufpedting  Female,  it  is  an  In  fiance,  wherein 
his  own  happy  Genius  anticipated  a  Mode  of  preparing  future 
Mifchief,  fimilar  to  that  which  he  might  afterwards  have  collected 
from  his  Intercourfe  with  the  Indians ;  who  are  faid  to  have  the 
Art  of  infufing  Poifon  in  fuch  a  Vehicle,  and  fo  tempered,  as  to 
fufpend  its  Virulence  for  a  Courfe  of  Years,  and  operate  fatally  at 
a  diflant  Period. 

As  he  had  now  difcontinued  his  Correfpondence  widi  this  un¬ 
fortunate  Woman,  and  failed  moreover  to  remit  her  Money  fuffi- 
cient  to  furnifh  her  with  common  NecefTaries,  her  DiflrelTes  for¬ 
ced  her  to  come  to  England :  There  fhe  applied,  but  applied  in 
vain,  to  Mr.  Newton  s  Relations  for  Support,  and  could  only  get 
fome  fmall  Sums  from  Mr.  Downs .  This  obliged  her  to  prefent  a 
Memorial  to  the  Eaf -India  Company,  about  the  Year  1763  ;  and 
perhaps  the  Company’s  Letters  to  him  upon  that  Occafion  might 
have  haflened  his  Return  to  England :  In  Faft,  he  did  return  in 
1 765,  and  is  faid  to  have  brought  more  than  30,000 /.  Home  with 
him  :  He  landed  firft  in  Ireland ,  where  he  was  reported  to  have 
made  his  Addreffes  to  a  young  Lady  of  Fortune  and  Reputation. 
This  coming  to  the  Notice  of  Mrs.  Newton,  (as  Mifs  Swordf eager 
then  claimed  to  be),  fhe  wrote  him  a  Letter;  in  which,  after 
upbraiding  him  with  his  Behaviour,  fhe  defired  he  would  remit 
her  Money  to  pay  her  Debts,  and  give  her  a  proper  Settlement 
for  Life  ;  but  receiving  no  Anfwer  fhe  wrote  a  fecond  Letter 

which  follows : - (N°.  XXVIII.) - Is  it  pqfible  that  neither 

/,  nor  any  one  in  England  is  to  hear  from  you?  Have  you  fo  far  left 
■off  all  Honour ,  Friendjhip,  &c.  to  behave  in  this  Manner  on  your 

Return  ? 
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Return  ?  Tour  Cruelty  to  me  is  now  of  fo  ancient  a  Date ,  that  it  is; 
no  Wonder-,  but  Mr.  Downs,  your  Brother  or  Sifers  might  in  this 
Length  of  Time  have  obtained  an  Anfwer  :  Reproaches  are  needlefs , 
fince  you  are  deaf  to  all  Remonftrances ;  but  if  there  is  or  can  be  any 
Gratitude  or  Kindnefs  in  the  Midft  of  Cruelty ,  remember  what  I  have 
fuffered  for  you,  and  put  an  End  to  the  Grief  I  already  undergo  :  1 
fjould  not  have  thought  my  lafl  Letters  to  you  in  Ireland  needed  a  Re¬ 
petition  j  my  Requef  was  too  juft  j  and  why  do  you  not  then  put  an 
End  to  my  Sufferings  ?  I  have  waited  a  long  Time  with  Patience ; 
but  my  Health ,  my  Grief  and  the  earnef  Defire  I  have  of  quitting 
the  World ,  makes  me  the  more  earnef  in  a  Conclufon  :  but  why  do  1 
P peak  of  a  World  I  know  little  on  but  it's  Mifery  ?  Since  your  Abfence ,, 
Grief  and  Hope  for  your  Welfare  has  been  the  entire  Employ  of  my 
Thoughts ;  but  whilfl  1  write  to  the  Winds,  it  is  needlefs  to  exprefs 
my  Sufferings  .  but  fince  it  is  out  of  my  Power  to  reclaim  you y  and 
wifh  you  to  be  what  I  once  thought  you  was ;  at  leafl  for  once  be  juft, 
and  let  me  not  any  longer  linger  under  the  cruel  Torment  of  D  if  refs. 
Grief  and  Jiff i 51  ion.  As  to  your  Marriage  in  Ireland,  your  Crime 
fooner  or  later  will  be  your  Punijhment ,  and  therefore  I  drop  the  Sub- 
je5l ,  and  leave  it  to  the  eternal  fudge j  but  if  in  the  Retirement  I. 
propofe  to  myfelf  my  Prayers  may  be  once  more  heard,  as  they  have 
been  for  your  Profperity ,  may  you  be  for  ever  bleffed  j  but  to  obtain 
that  Happinefs ,  your  Repentance  mujl  be  great  and fncere.  Do  not 
oblige  me  to  take  any  other  Method  for  Compliance',  your  Circumfances 
are  more  than  fuffcient  for  what  I  afk  or  what  I  want :  D  if  patch  is 
all  I  am  entreating  you  about :  you  mufl  be  fenfible  how  much  1  have ■ 
defer ved  a  different  Treatment ;  and  with  what  Patience  I  bear  your 
Cruelty,  God  alone  is  my  fudge  and  where  we  muf  both  once  appear 
at  that  Tribunal  and  their  1  fummons  you  to  the  Right  I  have  of 
fgning  myfelf \  what  you  are  but  too  well  convinced  of,  your  ever  af¬ 
fectionate  Wife ,  M,  Newton. —  F.  S.  you  fee  how  far  my  Regard 
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for  you  is  JIM  great :  If  you  will  not  fend  me  your  Orders ,  fend 
them  to  Mr.  Downs ;  who,  I  am  firry  to  fay ,  is  afhamed  of  your 
Behaviour :  if  i  am  neither  to  hear  or fie  you,  Adieu  for  ever  till  the 
laft  Day,  to  wich  Abode  I  hope  to  refign  my  Soul  in  Peace  and  ever- 

lajling  Happinefs  !  —  may  you  be  able  to  do  the  fame. - This 

Letter  (if  ever  Letter  did)  breathes  a  Spirit  of  Tendernefs,  Piety, 
and  Refignation ;  and  though  mere  Curiofity  fhould  dire<5t  the 
Reader  to  it,  he  will  not  be  able  to  with-hold  the  Tribute  of  a 
fympathiling  Tear !  How  devoid  then  of  every  generous  Sentiment 
muft  that  Man  be,  to  whom  it  was  addrefled,  neither  to  vouch- 
fafe  an  Anfwer,  nor  to  fend  Relief!  If  any  Glimmerings  of  vir¬ 
tuous  Principle  remain  within  him,  furely  Refledion  will  at  length 
take  Piace,  and  for  his  own  Sake,  if  not  for  hers,  extort  Com¬ 
punction  !  Confcience  will  then  demand  his  Attention  to  the  Au¬ 
thor,  as  well  as  Nature,  of  her  Calamities ;  and  though  now  he 
may  boldy  vaunt  his  Innocence  with  —  “  Thou  canft  not  fay  I  did 
“  it"  —  yet  fome  lucid  Interval  may  ftill  occur  to  difplay  the 
Crimfon  of  his  Guilt;  and  make  him  (under  the  Power  of  Self- 
ConviClion)  confefs  this  peremptory  Charge  againft  him — ct  Thou 
“  art  the  Man  \ 

In  the  Beginning  of  Odlober,  176 5,  Mr.  Newton  came  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  then  Mr.  Downs,  (having  been  properly  inftrudled  by 
him)  fent  the  following  Letter,  addreffed  to  Mifs  Swordfeager, 
(being  the  fir  ft  Time  he  ever  ufed  her  Maiden  Name)  and 
written  in  a  Style  inconfiftent  with  the  whole  Tenor  of  his  for¬ 
mer  Correfpondence.  - -  (N\  XXIX.) - Madam,  October 

10,  1765,  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  inform  you,  that  Mr.  Newton 
arrived  in  Town  l aft  Night  ;  and  tho ’  your  Behaviour  to  me  in  many 
Points,  and  in  particular  the  fcurrilous  Manner  in  which  you  have,  I 

find, 
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find,  wrote  to  him  of  me ,  might  fufficiently  excufe  my  concerning  myfelf 
in  your  Behalf  j  yet  out  of  Regard  to  him,  as  well  as  Bitty  to  you,. 
I  fhould  be  glad  to  promote  the  Requeft  of  your  Letter ,  and  that  all 
Connexion  between  you  foul d  ceafe ;  but  I find  himfo  irritated  at  the 
many  Falfehoods  and  Untruths  he  fais  you  are  guilty  of  ( and  fome  of 
which  give  me  Leave  to  Jay  I  am  but  too  well  acquainted,  with)  that 
I  cant  think  any  Thing  can  be  do?ie ,  till,  as  he  fais ,  you  make  an 
honefi  and  candid  ConfeJJion  of  your  not  being  married ;  and  fais  he 
did  not  expeB  he  Jhould  fo  long  have  continued  the  Dupe  of  your  Falfe~ 
hood ,  in  my  continuing  to  you  any  Allowance.  Tour f elf  will  be  the 
bcfi  fudge  what  Grounds -  or  Support  he  has  for  fuch  a  Refolution ; 
and  if  you  think  you  ought  to  give  Way  to  his  Determination ,  let  me 
know  what  your  Expectations  are ,  and  in  particular  what  your  Debts 
amount  to.  If  you  are  refclved  to  fupport  the  Title  you  claim  of  his 
Wife ,  the  Affair  I  fancy  muft  be  determined  by  a  flronger  Authority 

than  that  of  your  Humble  Servant ,  Wm.  Downs. - -  If  we 

take  a  Review  of  Mr.  Downs  s  former  Letters,  we  fhall  fee  the 
genuine ,  fpontaneous  Declarations  of  his  Opinion  upon  the  Subject 
of  their  Marriage  y  but  Mr.  Newton t  it  feems,  fince  his  Arrival  in 
plentiful  Circumftances,  has,  (by  Means  of  a  perfonal  Conference f, 
had  the  Addrefs  to  remove  the  Film  from  Mr.  Downs' s  Eyes,  and 

to  make  him  look  upon  the  Connection  in  a  Point  of  View,  that 

% 

was  better  fuited  to  his  Friend's  Inclination  :  Every  Reader  will 
however  put  his  own  ConftruCtion  upon  the  above  Letter ;  and 
that  Conftru&ion,  it  is  prefumed,  will  not  be.  unfavourable  to  the 
Lady  who  received  it.  —  At  this  Time  Mrs.  Newton  lodged  at 
Mrs.  Thomas' s,  in  the  Road  to  Hampflead \  at  whofe  Suit  Mr.  New¬ 
ton  was  arrefted  for  the  Board  and  Lodging  of  his  Wife.  —  Here 
however  it  may  be  obferved,  that  a  Treaty  of  Accommodation 
was  carrying  on  from  the  Date  of  Mr.  Downs' s  Letter,  as  appears 

from 
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from  the  following  Correjfpondence  between  Mr.  Mac  Hugo  'Burke 
and  Mr.  Andrew  Newton  ;  the  latter  of  whom  has  thought  proper  to 
produce  it 3  nor  is  it  defired  by  the  Lady’s  Well- Withers  to  be  con¬ 
cealed.  The  firfl  Letter  bears  Date  the  30th  o i  OCiobcr,  1765, 
it  is  figned,  I  Mac  Hugo  Burke  3  it  brings  Tidings  of  an  approach¬ 
ing  Accommodation,  and  is  as  follows: - -  (N°.  XXX)  — 

Sir,  1  am  glad  to  inform  you,  that  an  Olive  Branch  is  agreed  on, 
which  will  I  hope  contribute  to  the  Satisfaction  of  all  Parties 3  if  you 
pleafe  lam  toprefent  Mr.  Bredall  to  you  tomorrow ,  Thurfday,  when 
Matters  may  be  fettled  in  a  friendly  and  charitable  Manner  :  As  I 
had  no  Infractions  from  you ,  or  any  from  the  Lady  in  Quejlion,  hope 
that  my  Negotiation  will  not  be  deemed  felf '-inter ejied  or  partial: 
Phis  I  leave  with  the  Porter  at  Count  Haflang’s,  where  if  you  Jhould 
call  at  nine,  do  me  the  Favour  of  waiting  20  Minutes  at  my  Lodgings, 
where  I  Jhould  be  glad  to  communicate  Circumfances ,  that  the  Short - 
neji  of  lime  does  not  permit  me  now  to  write.  I  have  the  Honour  to 
be  your  moft  obedient  Servant ,  1  Mac.  XTugo  Burke. — P.  S.  Finding 
the  Letter  not  called  for ,  I  made  bold  to  open  it  and  enclofe  the  Lady  s 
Letter  to  you,  which  Mrs.  Bredall  beged  1  would  convey  to  you ,  a  ding 
that  your  declining  to  accept  it  from  her  Son  hafened  Proceedings , 
which  I  have  Reafon  to  think  will  be  fi opt,  tilkthe  FffcCl  of  apropofed 
friendly  Interview  takes  Place,  which  for  the  Sake  of  Peace  and  the 
Credit  of  Parties  I  wijhfoon  may  be  ejfeCled.  Pray  let  me  know  by 
a  Line  this  Evening  the  Hour  I  may  meet  you.  along  with  Mr.  Bre¬ 
ad  u  in  Order  to  bring  Phi  rigs  to  a  happy  Condition.  My  condef- 
cending  to  few  you  the  inclofed  has  not  a  little  induced  them  to  think , 
nay  wife  for  a  friendly  Compofition  3  this  will  plead  my  Esccufe  for  fo 

doing.  —  Wednefday  Morning,  1 1  d Clock,— - This  produced  the 

joilowing  Anfwer  from  Mr.  Newton,  dated  31  October,  1763. 
- — —  (N\  XXXI.)  — — —  Sir,  I  have  received  your  Favor  dated ' 

F  Teflerday; 
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Yeferday  Morning ,  and  am  to  beg  your  Pardon  for  not  being  exadt 
to  my  appointment ,  but  going  a  little  out  of  Pown  on  Tuefday,  and 
not  returning  Yeferday  fo  foon  as  I  expended  mujl  plead  my  Excufe.  1 
railed  Yeferday  both  at  your  Lodgings  and  in  Golden-Square,  but 
i was  too  late.  Mr.  Bredall  was  with  me  Yeferday  fo  that  the 
troubling  you  or  him  again  is  unnecefary  previoufy  to  the  Declara¬ 
tion  I  know  I  have  a  Right  to  expeCl  from  Mifs  Swordfeager  j  there 
is  alfo  the  lefs  Occafion  for  it  from  him ,  as  I  a  fared  him  he  had  no 
Right  to  cxpeCi  Satisfaction  but  from  her :  In  Regard  to  the  Letter 
enclofed,  as  I  before  refufed  to  receive  it,  fo  I  now  return  it  to  you , 
never  defring  to  receive ,  and  determined  never  to  read  or  take  Notice 
of  any  that  is  J'cnt  me  by  that  Name  or  Pitle ,  and  this  fe  has  known 
to  be  my  Reflation  for  many  Years  paft,  and  to  which  I fall  friCIIy 
adhere.  I  am,  Sir,  your  mofi  obedient  Servant,  And*.  Newton. 

- - Immediately  upon  the  Receipt  of  the  above  Letter,  Mr. 

Burke  fends  him  lome  frefh  Intelligence  in  thefe  Words:  — 

(N*.  XXXII.) - Sir,  3  i  October,  1765,  Your  Favour  received 

this  Moment  prevents  me  from  waiting  on  you  this  Morning ,  in  Order 
to  communicate  the  Intelligence  I  received  with  Rcfpeci  to  Mifs 
Swordfeagerh  Reflation  of  complying  with  the  Intimation  font  her  by 
Mr.  Downs,  which  I  hope  will  fpe ed:Iy  put  an  entire  Stop  to  a  very 
difagreeable  Law-Suit :  as  I  always  endeavoured  to  make  Peace, 
fail  deem  my  ft  If  happy  by  contributing  to  bring  Phi  rigs  to  the  Rule  of 
fuf  ice  and  Prut h.  My  enclofing,  Sir ,  the  Letter  was  the  EffeB  of 
the  Requeft  of  Airs.  Bredall,  whofe  Hujband  tells  me  that  a  Step  has 
been  put  to  Mrs.  Thomas’*  Proceedings :  He  has  given  me  an  Account 
cf  the  Debts  contracted  by  that  Lady  in  England  amounting  to  180/. 
and  zoo  in  Flanders :  ]  am  rejoiced  to  fee  the  Matter  on  the  Point 
cf  being  determined  agreably,  and  fall  be  ready  on  all  Occafons  to 
convince  you,  that  I  am your  mof  obedient  humble  Servant ,  I  Mac  Hugo 

Burke. 


C  43  ] 

Burke.  — » P.  S.  I  am  to  be  deputed  to  you  focn  to  JiniJh  all  Matters* 

• - -  In  the  next  Letter  from  Mr.  Newton,  dated  November  j , 

1765,  he  defcends  to  Particulars;,  but  advances  feveral  Points, 
which,  inftead  of  ‘ Truth ,  have  Prejudice  only  for  their  Foundation. 

Thefe  are  his  Words:.  - - (N°.  XXXIII.)  - - Sir,  lajl  Night 

I  received  your  Favor  of  liefer  day  Morning ,  and  tho  I  think  my f elf 
much  obliged  to  you,  Mifs  S  wordfeager  is  certainly  a  great  deal  more 
fo ;  the  fooner  therefore  and  the  more  full  and  explicit  fee  makes  that 
Declaration  (which  muf  be  prior  to  an  v  other  Step)  the  better ,  as 
it  will  prevent  herfelf  you ,  me,  and  many  others  much  Trouble  that 
might  otherwife  enfae*  After  the  Declarations  I  have  verbally  made 
to  you ,  Mr.  Burke,  I  would  not  have  any  Thing  1  either  fay  or  write , 
to  be  thought  merely  as  upbraiding  of  her ,  but  to  the  Clearance  of  my 
own  Character,  which  to  many  has  fo  much  and  fo  unjufly  fuff  ere  d  by 
her  Falfehood  and  Deceipt :  The  Declaration  that  I  require  therefore 
foe  muf  well  know  is  but  a  fmall  AB  of  f if  ice  ;  for  could  I  ever 
have  imagined  that  her  ufing  my  Name  would  have  been  the 
Means  of  deceiving  any  Perfon  to  their  Prejudice ,  or  contracting 
Debts  of  any  Kind  with  any  Perfon  whatever,  I  never  fiould 
have  been  flent  on  the  Occafon ;  the  fir  ft  Inflance  I  therefore  knew  of 
that ,  which  was  on  the  very  Point  of  my  going  abroad ,  I  did  not 
heft  ate  to  declare  we  were  not  married ,  and  my  Friends  ( and  in 
particular ,  Mr .  Downs)  have  done  fo  ever  fincc.  •—  [“  What  Cre- 
<c  dit  fhould  be  given  to  a  Man,  who  boldly  makes  this  AfTertion, 
tx  when  the  whole  Courfe  of  Mr.  Downs'  s  Correfpondence,  as  above 
tf  recited,  abfolutely  proves  the  Reverfe?  Vid*  N*.  XVII,  .XV1IJ, 

£C  XIX,  XX.”] - By  what  Means  and  what  Falfekoods  (he  has fnce 

carried  on  that  Deceipt  to  the  Prejudice  of  I  don't  know  how  many ,  is 
what  fiocks  me  to  think  of  The  Motives ,  Mr.  Burke,  of whatever  I  max 
do  after  the  Declaration ,  I  would  not  have  miflaken  y  one  is  Pi  tty  for 

F  2  a: 
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a  Perfon ,  for  whom  1  never  [erupted  to  declare  1  once  had  a  very 
great  AfcAion,  and  for  the  Alteration  in  which  foe  mud  take  a  Re- 
t  ref  pc  A  of  her  own  Conduct :  Another  is  that  I  think  myjelj  muck  to 
blame  with  Regard  to  my  Conduct  with  her *,  not  to  the  Article  cf 
Marriage ,  for  that  foe  well  knows  was  never  the  Cafe,  or  was  ever 
intended  by  me,  or  had  1  ever  the  Jeail  Reafon  to  think  fhe  expect¬ 
ed  it: — [“  If  this  be  true,  he  mull  have  interpreted  all  her  Words 
<c  and  A&ions  in  a  Senfe  different  from  the  ufual  Modes  of  Con- 
“  flruCtionj  nor  does  it  indeed  feem  poffible  to  reconcile  it  with  ihe 
“  various  Proteftations  of  Honour,  Fidelity,  and  AfFeCtion,  which 
tc  form  the  greateft  Part  of  all  his  Letters.”]  —  But  for  Obligations 
I  think  my  [elf  under  to  her ,  that  perhaps  any  other  R  erf  on  would  think 
cancelled  by  her  Conduct,  or  retaliated  by  my  own.  As  to  the  Proceedings 
of  Mrs.  Thomas,  they  are  equally  of  as  little  Concern  to  me,  as  thofe  of 
Mrs .  Bredal,  or  any  other  Perfon  foe  has  had  any  Connections  with , 
cr  has  deceived  by  fa  If e  Inf nuat  ions  and  Afertions ;  and  as  I  do  not 
any  Ways  know  hew  many  or  what  People  foe  has  fo  abufed ,  it  may  not 
be  amifs  now  to  declare ,  what  I  before  told  you  verbally ,  that  any  'Thing 
of  that  Kind  will  put  an  entire  Stop  to  what  I  have  now  told  you  are 
ray  Intentions  •  fo  that  foe  ought  new  to  lay  apde  entirely  any  further 
Deceipt  with  you,  and  be  for  the  future  very  explicit  and  ingenuous ; 
for  as  I  only  want  the  Truth  and  Nothing  more ,  and  that  for  my  own 
fiifificatio n,  and  not  any  Ways  to  prejudice  her,  it  is  a  Point  I 
can  by  no  Means  give  up,  as  the  contrary  will  give  much  Trouble  to 
you  and  every  Papon  concerned ,  without  determining  any  Thing.  I 

am,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant,  Andw.  Newton. - - 

To  this  Mr.  Burke  fends  the  following  Anfwer,  and  infinuates 

therein  that  the  Progrefs  of  the  Negotiation  is  retarded. - 

(N°.  XXXIV. ) - -  Sir,  y  November  1765,  your  Favor  cf  Fri¬ 

day  Ipropofed  to  anfwer fooner,  but  Mr.  Bredall  having  told  me  that 

it 
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it  would  be  better  not ,  till  Mifs  Sword  (cage  rb  Compliance ,  which  1 
find  by  that  Gentleman  is  not  to  be  expelled,  thd  he  often  told  me  [vice 
he  faw  you ,  that  fee  was  ready  to  do  any  "Thing  that  you  required :  He 
told  me  that  floe  was  to  write  to  me  with  an  Apology  for  her  Oddity  to 
me ,  and  enclofe  her  then  Refolution  of  Compliance  j  in  vain  I've  wait - 
ted  from  Friday  and  confequently  waited  on  him  :  The  Lady  had  been 
with  him  yeflerday,  and  declared,  as  he  fais ,  that  her  Confcience  will 
not  allow  her  to  difown  a  Marriage,  which  fhe  will  not  find  eafy 
to  prove  :  I've  not  feen  her ,  and  am  not  forry  for  the  Lofs  j  but  fm- 
cerely  wijh  for  a  happy  Conclufion ,  and  be  afjured ,  Sir ,  that  I  am  as 
fincerely  your  mofl  obedient  and  moft  humble  Servant ,  I  Mac  Hugo 
Burke.  - —  P.  S.  They  were  at  a  Lops  for  the  Form  of  a  Declaration , 
which  they  wanted  fie  fhould  make  on  the  Occafion  ;  they  think  them - 
[elves  wife ,  but  till  they  all  othcrwife ,  I  cant  join  with  their  Notions . 

- It  appears  by  the  above  Letter,  that  the  Lady’s  Confcience 

would  not  permit  her  to  make  the  Declaration  required  of  her  not 
being  married ,  tho’  Famine  and  a  Jail  hared  her  in  the  Face  j  nor 
would  indeed  her  Creditors  (fuch  was  their  Humanity!)  oblige 
her  to  make  a  Conceffion  of  that  Sort,  as  Mr.  Newton  at  that  Time 
in(l bed  upon  the  Declaration’s  being  made  on  her  Part,  previous 
to  any  Obligation  on  his  own,  ( Vid.  N°.  XXXI.  and  XXXIII.)  and 
efpecially  as  they  did  not  doubt  but  they  fhould  recover  their  fe- 
veral  Demands  upon  him  by  Law.  Accordingly  Mrs.  Thomas's 
Suit  went  on,  and  was  to  have  been  tried  on  Monday  17  February , 
1766.  On  the  14th  of  that  Month  Mr.  Andrew  Newton  thought 
proper  to  write  the  following  Letter  to  Mifs  Sw or df eager  \  which, 
being  direfted  in  her  Maiden  Name ,  it  feems  fine  refufed  to  receive : 
He  has  however  been  pleafed  to  communicate  a  Copy  of  it  himfelf; 
and  as  his  Plan  was  to  weaken  the  Credit  of  her  Teftimony,  the 
Letter  needs  not  any  Comment  j  let  it  therefore  fpeak  for  itfelf. 

— -  (N*„  XXXV.) 
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. —  (N\  XXXV.)  — —  As  my  not  •writing  to  you  for  fo  many 

Tears  you  well  know  was  occafwned  by  your  perfifUng  to  make  Ufe 
of  my  Name  that  you  had  no  Sort  of  Right  to ,  fo  your  continuing 
that  Falfity  has  made  me  once  more  take  up  my  Pen  to  endeavour,  if 
pofible ,  to  bring  you  to  feme  Senfe  of  Truth  and  Plonefly ;  and  tho  the 
continual  Practice  you  have  been  in  for  fe  many  Tears  of  Falfehood  and 
Deceipt ,  with  the  large  additional  Strides  you  (or  others  for  you), 
have  lately  taken ,  give  me  but  little  Hopes  of  Succefe ;  yet  I  am  will¬ 
ing  to  make  a  Trial,  and  the  rather  as  you  fay  in  fever al  of  your 
Letters  yGU  are  condemned  unheard ,  and  that  whatever  may  be  the 
Confequences ,  you  have  nobody  to  blame  but  yourfelf  \  and  if  on  this 
Qccajion  I  mention  Circumfances ,  or  ufe  Exprefions  that  are  not  a- 
gr  cable,  attribute  them  to the  NeceJJity  of  the  Occafon ,  as  I  fall 
leave  to  your  own  Confcience  to  judge  of  the  Truth  of  every  Particular ; 
for  tho  you  may  deceive  a  few ,  and  make  them  the  In  ft  moments  of  de¬ 
ceiving  others  >  yet  you  and  I  know  every  P articular,  /  mufl  own  I 
was  for  a  very  long  Time  fo  prejudiced  in  your  Favor,  that  1  could  not 
believe  what  was  faid  and  wrote  againfi  you  :  What  opened  my  Eyes 
more  than  any  Thing ,  and  put  it  out  of  all  Doubt,  was  the  infamous 
Ufe  you  made  of  thofe  Letters,  that  on  a  trivial  Occafon  I  wrote  you 
in  my  Sifler  in  Law's  Life-Time,  and  when  you  know  I  had  no  Con - 
ne  Li  ion  with  you  j.  had  the  whole  of  them  been  read,  they  would  of 
the  mf elves  have  been  a fuff dent  Explanation.  Tour  Con  dull  in  Re¬ 
gard  to  your  Connections  with  and  Attachment  to  Captain  Cullen 
(previous  to  my  Acquaintance  with  you),  was  more  ingenuous,  as  you 
was  candid  enough  at  leaf  not  to  deny  it ;  but  young  as  1  then  was, 
and  infatuated  with  cur  mutual  P  of  ion,  could  it  be  imagined,  that 
},  knowing  that  Circumf  ance ,  and  from  other  Hands  as  well  as  your¬ 
felf,  Jhould  ever  think  of  making  fuch  a  Woman  my  Wife :  Had  it 
ever  been  in  the  leaf  an  Argument  of  Debate ,  you  certainly  had 

known. 


[  4?  ] 

known  I  had  no  fuch  Intention.  - - So  very  far  was  it  from  fitch  a 

Thing ,  that  I  declare  I  dont  remember  that  my  marrying  you  was 
ever  the  Subject  of  Debate  or  Converfation,  or  that  there  ever  was 
the  leaft  Mention  made  of  fuch  a  Thing,  except  on  our  once  falling 
cut ,  1  told  you  what  I  would  do  were  we  married ■,  —  when  you  anf- 
wered ,  No,  thank  God,  it  was  not  fo  bad  as  that.  Could  I  ever  have 
thought  that  my  Silence  on  your  uiing  my  Name  would  have  been  a 
Means  of  your  deceiving  and  wronging  People ,  1  believe  you  know 
me  too  well  to  think  I  ever  would  have  fubmitted  to  it.  What  an  un¬ 
grateful  Return  then  have  you  made  to  my  Defire  of  preferving  your 
Char  alter,  as  you  know  that  was  my  only  Re  a f on  for  it f  By  what  I 
have  feen  of  your  Conduit ; fmee ,  l  have  the  great  eft  Reafon  to  think  the 
whole  A  fair  of  my  being  arrefted  for  your  Debt  to  Saunders  was 
premeditated  Deftgn  and  Bafcnefs.  My  Eyes  were  not  then  fujjiciently 
open  to  look  upon  it  in  any  other  Light  than  a  Money  Matter  j  thd  I 
declared  then  and  meft  folemnly  and  truly  that  we  were  not  married : 
Could  I  ever  have  fufpelted  you  could  be  guilty  of  fo  much  Falfity  and 
Bafcnefs ;  —  whatever  might  have  been  the  Confequences  I  would  then 
have  put  an  End  to  it :  lour  after  ting  for  Truth ,  and  making  the 
People  connected  with  you  believe ,  that  I  had  not  only  taken  your 
Fortune  Put  Watch ,  Jewells  and  every  Thing  of  that  Kind,  is  a 
Falfity  too  abfurd  for  me,  even  no  w  to  mention  •,  but  that  you  may  not 
be  at  a  Loft  to  judge  of  the  Motives  of  what  will  be  my  future  Con- 
dull,  there  is  but  two  Ways  that  I  can  any  how  account  to  myfelffor 
your  Conduit  —  One  is  that  by  a  continual  Praltice  of  Deceipt  and 
Falfehood  for  fifteen  Tears  you  cannot  now  bring  yourf elf  to  fpeak  or 
alt  other  wife  —  The  other  ( and  that  f up  ported  by  the  Praltice  of  thofe 
connelted  with  you)  is,  that  whatever  Wickednefs  and  Villainy  you 
are  guilty  of  to-day ,  you  can  be  ab fished  from  to  morrow  ;  ho  w  other- 
wife  can  you  have  ailed  the  Part  you  have  done ,  and  which  muft  (to 

make 
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make  it  in  any  Refpecl  anfwer  your  Purpofe)  Jlill  be  fupported  by  re¬ 
peated  and  accumulated  Perjuries  :  I  would  not  have  you  imagine, 
that  it  'is  on  Account  of  the  Money ,  that  Ido  not  pay  the  Debts  you  owe 
—  no  —  it  is  becaufe  I  will  not  pay  them  as  the  Debts  of  my  Wife  : 
It  was  for  this  Reafon  and  this  only ,  that  I  refufed  to  pay  the  Draft 
you  made  on  me  in  India  for  50/  which  I  fould  have  thought  a 
Trifle ,  had  you  drawn  for  it  in  a  proper  Manner  ;  and  this ,  you  may 
depend  upon  it,  I  will fridlly  adhere  to  \  it  behoves  you  therefore  be¬ 
fore  your  Perjuries  are  further  accumulated,  ferioufy  to  conjider  what 
you  are  about ;  for  I  am  mofi  pojitively  determined ,  you  f  ball  never 
have  the  leaf  Affiance  from  me,  till  you  have  declared  the  Pruth  j 
and  tho  it  may  be  difficult  to  counteract  fuch  Bafnefs  and  Villainy, 
yet  710  Means  fhall  be  left  untried  of  doing  my f elf firiB  f if  ice ;  and 
whatever  may  be  the  Event ,  it  mu  ft  be  preferable  to  being  the  volun¬ 
tary  Dupe  of  fuch  Treachery,  Falfenefs  and  Ingratitude.  1  am  the 

much  injured  Andh  Newton, - We  mini  not  be  furprifecl 

at  the  Cruelty  of  the  above  Infinuations,  when  we  refled,  that 
they  have  for  their  Foundation  the  ipj'e  dixit  of  a  Man,  who  was 
labouring  to  extricate  himfelf  from  the  Connection  which  fuhhiled 
between  them  ;  —  a  Connection  which  had  obftruCted  his  Views 
of  a  matrimonial  Engagement  with  another  Lady  :  —  True  to  the 
Maxims  of  depraved  Mature,*  he  might  wifh  to  indulge  a  Spirit 
of  Malevolence and  accordingly  urged  thefe  railing  Acculations, 
net  only  to  palliate  his  Guilt,  but  to  accumulate  Injuries  upon  the 
injured,  and  poifon  the  Cup  which  he  had  before  imbittered \  — » 
what  but  fuch  a  Spirit  could  fugged  that  cruel  Reflection,  which 
intimated  a  dilhonourable  Attachment  to  Captain  Cr’Ien  f  The 
Reader  may  be  allured,  that  no  Labour  has  been  Ipartu  to  pro¬ 
cure 


*  Fropriutn  eft  humani  generis,  odijfti  quem  laferis.  —  Tacitus. 
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cure  Intelligence  upon  that  Article ;  and  the  Refult  of  the  flri&efl 
Enquiry  has  proved  it  to  be  defhtute  of  Truth  for  its  Support ;  the 
Charge  therefore  being  abfolutely  groundlefs,  it  is  not  the  Lady's 
but  the  Author  s  Character,  that  will  be  ftained  by  this  Afperfi on : 
And,  indeed,  moft  Parts  of  this  written,  but  not  received)  Letter 
abfolutely  contradict  the  uniform  Tenor  of  his  Declarations  in  the 
preceding  ones  ;  which  Inconfiftcncy ,  added  to  his  Refentment ,  will 
exhibit  thefe  frefh  Imputations  in  a  true  Light,  and  afcertain  the 
Weight  and  Credit  which  they  deferve.  But  lo  !  expeBata  dies 
aderat !  Monday ,  the  17th  of  February,  came  j  the  Court  fat,  the 
Caufe  was  called,  all  Parties  were  prefent,  when  Mr.  Bredall  was 
aiked  by  a  Friend  and  Relation  of  Mr.  Andrew  Newtons  what 
were  the  Terms  he  required ;  his  Anfwer  was  —  all  Debts  paid, 
and  fifty  Pounds  a  Year  for  Life :  — —  The  Agents  on  both  Sides 
retired  immediately  to  a  Coffee-Houfe,  and  the  following  Agree¬ 
ment  was  drawn  up: - il  Memorandum  of  an  Agreement 

4  this  Day  made  between  Andrew  Newton ,  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint 
‘  George  Bloomjhury ,  in  the  County  of  Middlefe x,  Efquire ,  and 

f 

4  Martha  Sophia  Swordfeager ,  of  the  Parifh  of  Pancras ,  in  the 

i 

£  County  of  Middlefex,  aforefaid,  fingleWoman,  as  follows.  Viz. 

4  — Whereas  the  faid  Andrew  Newton ,  and  Martha  Sophia  Sword - 
‘  f eager,  fometime  about  the  Years  1749  and  1750  did  cohabit 
4  and  live  together,  and  the  faid  Martha  Sophia  Swordfeager  did 
1  pafs  as,  and  was  reputed  by  feveral  Perfons,  as,  the  Wife  of 
4  the  faid  Andrew  Newton ,  without  being  ever  legally  married  to 
4  him  ;  and  whereas,  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1752,  the 
*  faid  Andrew  Newton  did  go  to  the  Eajl- Indies,  and  did  not  re- 
4  turn  to  England  until  fometime  in  the  Month  of  Odlober ,  1765, 

{  and  while  he  was  abfent  did  allow  the  faid  Martha  Sophia 
e  Swordfeager  an  Annuity  of  twenty  Pounds  per  Ann .  and  the 

G  “  faid 
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(i  faid  Martha  Sophia  Sword/eager  did,  during  the  Abfence  of  the 
faid  Andrew  Newton ,  contract  feveral  Debts  as  his  Wife,  par- 
“  ticularly  one  with  Mary  'Thomas  for  Board  and  Lodging,  &c. 
“  to  the  Amount  of  feventy-nine  Pounds  or  thereabouts,  who 
“  hath  brought  an  Adion  in  his  Majdly’s  Court  of  Common 
“  Pleas  at  Wefminjler  for  the  fame;  and  alfo  feveral  other  Debts 
<£  to  the  Amount  of  four  hundred  Pounds  or  thereabouts ;  and 
“  whereas  the  faid  Andrew  Newton ,  in  Confideration  of  the  for- 
<£  mer  Regard  for,  and  Connection  with,  the  faid  Martha  Sophia 
ie  Swordf  eager,  has  no  other  Objection  to  the  Payment  of  fuch 
“  Debts  as  have  been  contracted  for  her  Support  and  Maintenance 
u  during  his  Abfence,  over  and  above  the  faid  Allowance  made 
<£  by  him  to  her,  than  that  fhe  has  taken  upon  her  the  Name  of 
“  Newton ,  and  paffed  as  his  Wife ,  though  in  Fad  was  never 
<£  married  according  to  the  Laws  of  this  Kingdom ;  fhe,  the  faid 
££  Martha  Sophia  Swordf  eager,  doth  thereby  freely  and  voluntarily 
,£  declare  that  fire  never  was  married  to  the  faid  Andrew  Newton , 
££  nor  ought  to  have  ufed  his  Name,  or  contracted  Debts  as  his 
“  lawful  Wife  ;  and  the  faid  Andrew  Newton  doth  hereby  declare 
<£  and  agree,  that  for  a  Satisfaction  of  the  Debt  of  the  faid  Mary 
iC  Thomas ,  and  other  the  Creditors  of  the  faid  Martha  Sophia 
<£  Swordf  eager ,  he,  his  Executors,  Adminiftrators,  and  Affigns, 
t£  (hall  and  will  pay  the  faid  Sum  of  feventy-nine  Pounds,  and 
<£  the  Cods  of  the  faid  Suit ;  and  alfo  {hall  and  will,  on  or  before 
<£  the  firft  Day  of  March  next,  pay  and  fatisfy  all  other  Debts, 
t£  which  fhe  the  faid  Martha  Sophia  Swordf  eager  may  have  con- 
1£  traded  to  this  Day,  provided  the  fame  do  not  exceed  four  hund- 
“  red  Pounds ;  and  alfo  fhall  and  will,  on  or  before  the  faid  firft 
“  Day  of  March ,  to  the  Satisfadion  of  the  faid  Martha  Sophia 
“  Swordf  eager,  for  and  during  the  Term  of  her  natural  Life,  fe- 

4t  cure 
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zt  cure  her  a  clear  Annuity  of  50/.  to  commence  from  the  24th 
<c  Day  of  June  laft,  and  payable  to  her,  the  faid  Martha  Sophia 
“  Swordfeager,  quarterly,  by  equal  quarterly  Payments ;  fhe,  the 
cc  faid  Martha  Sophia  Swordfeager ,  giving  to  the  faid  Andrew 
tl  Newton ,  his  Heirs,  Executors,  and  Adminiftrators,  Security  by 
tc  Bond  from  herfelf  and  Mr.  Francis  Bredali \  of  great  Maddox - 
c<  Jlreet ,  Hanover- Square,  Apothecary,  that  the  faid  Martha  So - 
Swordfeager,  her  Executors,  or  Adminiftrators,  or  any 
“  other  Pcrfon  on  her  Behalf,  or  on  her  Account,  fhall  not  nor 
<c  will  make  any  other  Claims  or  Demands  upon  him  the  faid 
cc  Andrew  Newton,  his  Heirs,  Executors,  or  Adminiftrators, 
<c  upon  any  Account  whatfoever  :  And  that  {he,  the  faid  Mar- 
“  tha  Sophia  Swordfeager,  {hall  and  will*  upon  fuch  Security 
£t  being  given  at  the  Expence  of  the  faid  Andrew  Newton ,  im- 
“  power  her  Prodtor  in  the  Spiritual  Court  to  confefs  a  Judge- 
“  mefot  in  the  faid  Court,  as  the  Truth  is  ;  that  {he,  the  faid 
“  Martha  Sophia  Swordfeager,  is  not  the  Wife  of  the  faid  An- 
<c  drew  Newton  :  He,  the  faid  Andrew  Newton,  hereby  agree- 
“  ing  to  pay  all  the  Cofts  and  Expences  of  the  faid  Martha  So- 
<c  phi  a  Swordfeager,  attending  fuch  her  Proceeding  in  Doffiors- 
<c  Commons  in  any  wife  heretofore.  Dated  the  feventeenth  Day 
<c  of  February,  1766.  Andrew  Newton.  (L.  S.)  Martha  So- 
<c  phi  a  Swordfeager .  (L.  S.)  Sealed  and  delivered,  (being  drift 
tc  duly  ftamptj)  by  the  abovenamed  Martha  Sophia  Sword- 
“  feeger,  in  the  Prefence  of  Sam'.  Cooper ,  George  Parrott . 
“  Sealed  and  delivered  by  the  within  named  Andrew  Newton , 

cf  in  the  Prefence  of  Fhos.  Partington  —  E.  Boldero .” - The 

Lady,  without  Friends  to  confult,  without  Means  to  fubfift, 
without  a  Profpedt  of  Relief,  thus  prefted  by  cruel  Neceffity, 
and  fold  by  her  rapacious  Creditors,  reluctantly  fubmitted  5  and 

G  2  no 
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no  fo oner  had  fhe  figned  the  Paper  by  her  Maiden  Name,  than 
Confidence  was  alarmed,  her  Heart  relented,  and  fhe  fwooned 
away.  An  Inflrument  likewife  was  executed,  to  impower  her 
Proctor  to  confefs  a  Judgement  in  the  Spiritual  Court,  and  fuch 
Judgement  has  been  entered  accordingly. —  “  £>uis  tali  a  fando; 
«c  temperet  a  lachrymis  V'  Steeled  muft  the  Bofom  be  againft 
every  tender  ImprefHon,  that  melts  not  at  fuch  a  Tale  as  this ! 
Who  can,  unmoved,  behold  a  tender  Female,  thus  harraffed  by 
complicated  Diftrefs,  and  ftruggling  in  an  unequal  Combat 
againfl  the  Forces  of  a  ftrong  Confederacy?  —  Artfully  deprived 
of  all  legal  Evidence,  what  more  could  fhe  attempt  than  a  ra - 
tional.  Mode  of  Conviftion  f  But  Reafon  alone ,  fhe  knew,  would 
be  ineffectually  applied  ;  and  having  therefore  every  Thing  to 
apprehend  from  her  reputed  Hufband,  that  Power  and  Artifice 
could  effeCt ;  —  every  Thing  from  her  mercilefs  Creditors,  that 
Avarice  and  Inhumanity  could  fuggeft  j  —  fhe  was  reduced  to 
the  cruel  Alternative,  either  of  begging  for  a  Morfel  of  Bread, 
or  difavowing  her  Title  to  Mr.  Newton’ s  Name  :  Under  the  Dif¬ 
ficulties  of  fo  preffing  a  Dilemma,  how  was  fhe  to  aCt  ?  Nature 
prevailed  >  fhe  confirmed  the  Agreement,  renounced  her  Mar¬ 
riage,  and  was  made  a  Sacrifice. 

The  unfortunate  Martha  Sophia  Swordf eager,  (for  that  is  mold 
certainly  now  her  Name,)  thus  having  clofed  the  Scene,  retired 
into  Flanders,  and  empowered  her  Attorney  in  England  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  remit  her  Annuity  :  But  the  Meafure  of  her  Diflreffes 
was  not  yet  filled  :  The  Attorney,  who  had  received  two  half- 
yearly  Payments,  made  no  Remittance  ;  and  being  obliged,  in 
Confequence  of  this  Difappointment,  to  contract  frefh  Debts 
abroad,  fire  came  back  to  England,  to  recover  her  Money  ; 
which,  by  the  Affiftance  of  a  compafiionate  Gentleman,  fire  in¬ 
deed 
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deed  efie&edj  bat  the  greateft  Part  of  it  was  neceffarily  expended 
in  this  Expedition  j  and  fhe  returned  back  to  Flanders  with  little 
more  than  the  Satisfaction  of  having  fecured  the  regular  Pay- 
ment  for  the  future.  Upon  this,  finding  her  new  Creditors  ex¬ 
tremely  uneafy,  and  wifhing,  from  a  Principle  of  Confidence, 
to  fatisfy  their  Demands,  the  wrote  feveral  Letters  to  Mr.  New- 
ton ,  begging  him  to  advance  her  jT.  150  upon  the  Security  of 
her  annual  Income.  The  Letters  were  all  properly  figned  by 
the  Name  of  Swordfeager ,  (for  fhe  had  before  given  up  her  Title 
to  that  of  Newton  J  and  as  he  never  deigned  to  fend  an  Anfwer, 
the  Receipt  of  them  probably  would  never  have  been  known, 
if  he  had  not  himfelf  produced  them,  merely  for  the  Sake  of 
fhewing  the  Signature. 

Providence  may  for  a  Time  permit  the'  virtuous  and  innocent 
to  futfer  under  the  Hands  of  the  cruel  Oppreflor,  but  will  never 
totally  defert  them  :  Accordingly,  in  OBobery  1770,  a  Per  [on  of 
Rank  heard  fomething  of  this  Tranfa&ion  :  A  private  Family 
Reafon  firft  obliged  him  to  make  Enquiry  about  it  j  Companion 

has  fince  induced  him  to  lift  it  to  the  Bottom. - In  Purfuit  of 

Intelligence  upon  this  Subject,  he  collected,  from  different 
Hands,  the  above  Letters,  with  many  others  ;  and,  from  a  Mo¬ 
tive  of  refcuing  oppreffed  Innocence,  he  communicated  the  fame,, 
together  with  his  own  Sufpicions,  to  a  near  Relation  of  Mr. 
Newton  ;  this  near  Relation,  wifhing  to  have  the  Affair  tho¬ 
roughly  canvaffed,  defired  him  to  fend  for  Martha  Sophia  Sword¬ 
feager  to  England  :  —  Accordingly  fhe  has  been  over  ;  but  as 
her  Mouth  is  clofed  by  the  Bonds  which  Mr.  Bredall  and  file 
have  entered  into,  he  does  not  think  himfelf  .at  Liberty  to  difclofe 
what  fhe  faid  upon  theOccafion:  This,  however,  he  readily  ac¬ 
knowledges^. 


[  54  ] 

knowledges,  that  what  Jhe  faid  has  not  in  any  Degree  lefTened  his 
Companion,  or  impaired  his  Zeal  :  And  being  informed  that 
Mr.  Hill,  a  Gentleman  of  known  Character  and  Fortune  in 
.. NorthamptonJIdrC)  was  acquainted  with  many  of  the  Circum- 
ftances,  he  wrote  to  him  upon  the  Subjed,  and  received  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Anfwer.  - - —  (N*.  XXXVI.)  - >.  My  Lord ,  I 

have  this  Moment  received  the  Letter  your  Lordjhip  did  me  the  Ho¬ 
nour  to  write  ;  and  in  Obedience  to  your  Lordjhip' s  Defire  beg 
Leave  to  inform  you}  that  about  the  Lime  your  Lordjhip  mentions , 
1  lodged  in  the  fame  Houfe  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newton,  during 
which  Lime  Mrs.  Newton  was  delivered  of  a  Child ,  which  was 
baptized  and  buried  by  the  Name  of  Newton,  as  well  as  1  can  re - 
colic 61.  As  Mr.  Newton  and  my f elf  lived  ( during  our  Abode  in 
the  fame  Houfe)  in  great  Intimacy ,  we  had  frequent  Convex  fat  ions 
upon  the  Subject  of  his  Marriage  ;  in  which  he  always  acknow¬ 
ledged  her  to  be  his  lawful  Wife ,  and  exprcfed  the  utmofl  Lendernefs 
towards  her ;  and  told  me  the  ReaJons ,  that  induced  him  to  keep  his 
Marriage  a  Secret ,  were  on  Account  of  her  Religion  j  being  per- 
fwaded  his  Brother  Dr.  Newton  would  be  very  much  of  ended  at 
it ;  and  he  was  not  then  in  a  Situation  to  difoblige  his  Friends  ;  and’ 
propofed going  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  in  Hopes  to  raife  a  Fortune ,  that 
would  enable  him  to  acknowledge  her  publickly  ;  and  it  was  afo  pro- 
pofid  that  fie  fiould  retire  to  Ypres  in  Flanders,  and  there  remain 
during  his  Rejidence  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  as  Jhe  thought  fie  could  live 
there  at  a  much  lefs  Expence  than  in  England.  About  four  or  five 
Tears fince  Mrs.  Newton  wrote  to  me  upon  this  Sub) eel ;  informing 
me  of  her  Hufiand's  cruel  Lreatment  in  denying  his  Marriage  -y  de¬ 
fining  my  Attendance  in  London,  as  fee  Jhould  be  obliged  to  apply 
to  a  Court  for  Jufiice :  I  then  afi'ured  her  of  my  Inclination  to  do  her 
every  Service  in  my  Power ,  (which  I  am  ftill  ready  to  do  \)  ex- 

prefied 
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freffed  a  IVillingnefs  to  come  to  London  fometime  before  her  Caufi 
came  to  be  heard 3  that  I  might  collect  fuch  Materials ,  as  fiould 
render  what  I  had  to  fay  upon  the  Qccafion  as  fatisfadlory  to  the  Court 
as  pofible.  I  recommended  the  Midwife  and  apothecary  3  Dr.  Par- 
fons  the  Midwife  is  fince  dedd,  but  I  dare  fay,  upon  going  to  the 
Apothecary ,  and  other  Traders  in  the  Neighbourhood ,  I  could  make 
it  appear ,  that  he  acknowledge d  her  to  be  his  Wife.  I  defire d her 
Attorney  would  write  to  me  5  and  1  told  her  my  elder  Brother  had 
informed  me,  it  was  but  ufual  to  expedi  my  Expences  during  my  At¬ 
tendance,  as  I  mi  ft  have  taken  a  fourney  to  London  on  Purpofe  3 
but  as  I  heard  Nothing  further,  thought  the  Difference  was  adjujlcd 
between  them .  I  am  forry  to  hear  of  Mrs.  Newton’j  indigent  Cir- 
cumfances  3  which  I  did  not  know  at  the  Time  fhe  wrote  to  me.  — - 
It  is  impofible,  my  Lord,  to  recoiled!  every  Cir  cum  fiance  at  this 
Diftance  of  Time  3  and  if  I  could,  they  would  greatly  exceed  the 
Bounds  of  a  Letter .  Mrs.  Newton’j  Conduct  was  fo  exemplary  the 
Jhort  Time  I  was  acquainted  with  her,  I  little  thought  X  fould  ever 
be  called  upon  concerning  her  Marriage  :  If  what  I  have  paid  can 
any  Ways  contribute  to  your  Lor d fuff s  Satisfaction,  or  be  of  any 
Service  to  Mrs.  Newton,  it  will  give  me  a  real  Pleafure.  1  fall 
be  in  London  in  March  or  April  3  don't  know  at  prefent  where  I 
fall  lodge,  but  my  elder  Brother  George  Hill  always  knows  where  I 
am  to  be  found.  If  in  the  me  am  Time  I  can  be  of  any  Service,  I 
fall  always  be  ready  to  obey  your  Lord  ftp’s  Commands.  I  am,  my 
Lord,  with  the  moft  perfect  Efleem  and  Re  [peel,  your  Lordfifs 
tnoft  obedient  and  humble  Servant,  Nathaniel  Hill.  Newton,  6 
DecT.  1770.-— — -  The  fame  Zeal,  which  prompted  his  Lord- 
£hip  to  purfue  his  Enquiries  upon  this  Subject,  would  not  fuffer 

him  to  reft  fatisfied,  till  all  Difficulties,  that  oppofed  Convidion, 

* 

were  removed  :  Accordingly,  upon  Information  that  Mr.  New- 

torn 
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ton  denied  his  being  acquainted  with  Mr.  Hill,  he  wrote  a  fecond 

Letter,  which  produced  the  following  Anfwer. - (N°. 

XXXVII.)  . - . —  My  Lord,  I  have  received  the  Letter  of  the 

3  oth  infant  your  Lord  ftp  did  me  the  Honour  to  write ,  and  am 
greatly  furprifed  Mr.  Newton  jhould  deny  his  ever  being  acquainted 
with  me ;  I  apprehend  by  that  he  denies  he  ever  lodged  at  Mrs. 
Pearceh  in  Kail-Street  :  I  can  produce  fujficient  Lefimony  of  my 
lodging  there  before  and  after  he  did  for  a  confiderabls  Lime.  I 
was  at  that  T ime  acquainted  with  moft  of  the  Apothecaries  in  the 
Neighbourhood ,  and  think  (as  well  as  I  can  recollett)  Mr.  Peck  in 
Red-Lion-Street  attended  Mrs .  Newton,  and  make  no  Doubt  it 
will  appear  by  his  Books  Mr.  Newton  had  Medicines  from  thence  t 
Mr.  Peck  has  retired  from  Bufnefs,  but  his  Son  continues  it,  who ,  I 
dare  fay ,  will  recollect  I  lodged  at  Mrs.  Pearceh  at  that  Lime  ;  but 
cannot  pretend  to  fay  Mr.  Peck  knew  any  Lhing  of  my  Acquaintance 
with  Mr.  Newton.  —  As  I  think  Eafl-Street  is  in  the  Parifh  of 
St.  George’s,  Queen-Square,  I fuppofe  the  Child  is  regiflered there ; 
and  I  think  it  was  buried  in  the  New-Burying  Ground  behind  the 
Foundling-Hofpita!,  and  that  one  Sherman  an  Upholder  in  Eafl- 
Street  was  employed  on  that  Occajion  ;  but  of  thefe  Lhings  I  cannot 
be  abfolutely  certain.  As  to  who  married  them ,  when,  and  where 
they  were  married ,  1  am  entirely  ignorant  of :  Lhere  was  one  Mrs. 
Bourk,*  who  was  very  much  with  Mrs.  Newton  ;  but  who  (he  was, 
or  from  whence  f:e  came ,  1  know  not :  I  knew  nothing  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Newton,  till  they  came  into  Eafl-Street ;  they  were  there  but 
a  few  Months  j  he  went  away  fome  little  Lime  before  her.  I  went 
with  her  to  the  Tower,  when  Jhe  was  to  embark  for  Flanders  j  fmee 
which  Lime  I  have  never  feen  either  op'  them .  Jf  by  your  Lord - 
pip's  kind  Mediation,  this  Matter  Jhould  not  be  fettled  before  1  come 


to 


*  Mrs.  Baurk  was  a  Mantua-maker,  and  has  long  lince  left  this  Kingdom. 
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to  Town,  I  Jhall  be  very  ready  to  wait  upon your  Lordfhip ,  to  give  you 
every  Satisfaction  in  my  Power  ;  nor  fall  I  have  any  Qbjeclion  to 
meet  Mr.  Newton;  as  1  think  (if  he  is  not  greatly  altered.)  Ifiould 
know  him  again ;  and  beg  Leave  to  a  Jure  your  Lordflip ,  1  am ,  with 
the  mojl  perfect  Efeetnand  Refpedl your  Lordflifs  mojl  obedient  and 
very  humble  Servant ,  Nathaniel  Hill.  —  Newton,  15 th  December 
1770.— 

HSs  Lordfhip*  fill  anxious  to  investigate  the  Truth,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  fupport  the  Caufe  of  Innocence,  wrote  likewife  to  Co¬ 
lonel  Morres ,  and  the  Anfwer  which  he  received  is  as  follows  : - * 

(N\  XXXVIII.) - -  My  Lord ,  1  am  honoured  with  your  Lord¬ 

jhifs  Letter  of  the  6th  requiring  to  be  informed  of  what  I  know  of 
Mr.  Andrew  Ncwtonh  Marriage  with  Mrs.  Swordfeager,  my  fir [l 
Wife's  Sifler  ;  it  being  fo  many  Tears  fince  I  have  feen  that  Lady,  or 
had  any  Connection  with  her  Afl'ai  rs}  make  sit  impofiblebuttoomit  fever  al 
Particulars,  which  my  Connexion  with  her  gave  me  Knowledge  of. 
.After  my  Wipes  Death  in  1742,  her  Sifler  not  being  of  an  Age  to 
ackt  for  herfdf ;  1  thought  it  her  Advantage  to  have  her  removed  out 
of  the  Hands  op  thofe  foe  was  with ,  which  would  have  been  her  Rum , 
until  fle  were  of  an  Age  to  ackt  for  h  erf  elf  As  I  then  had  a  Relation, > 
a  Sifter  to  Sir  Robert  Clifton,  a  Nun  at  Graveline,  and  a  Knowledge 
of  Mr.  Benyon  that  was  Chaplin  to  that  Houfe ,  being  an  honejl  Man , 
had  her  fent  there.  As  the  Regiment  had  been  foon  after  ordered  to 
Germany,  1  left  a  limited  Order  with  a  Friend ,  that  fle  flould  be 
furnifled  all  Nece furies.  After  fome  Tears  it  was  thought  fle  would 
be  cheaper  and  better  at  Life,  floe  r  moved  to  a  Convent  there ;  where 
fle  made  an  Acquaintance  with  a  Widow  Newton,  who  I fee  in  1 749 
being  then  quartered  there :  Shortly  after  the  Regiment  being  or  deiced 
'to  Bred,  Mrs.  Swordfeagcr  wrote  to  me}  that  floe  was  going  to 

H  England 
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England  with  the  Widow  Newton,  whofe  Friends  would  put  her  in 
the  Way  of  being  paid  her  Fortune  y  and  fometime  after  fee  wrote  to 
me  jrom  London,  that  Jhe  was  married  to  a  Mr.  Newton,  a  Bro¬ 
ther  or  Cozen  of  the  Lady  fie  went  with,  1  cannot  recoiled!  which. 
JFhen  the  Regiment  returned  to  Flanders,  Mr.  Newton  wrote  me, 
as  his  Marriage  was  a  Secret  to.  his  Family,  and  as  his  Wife  being 
'of  a  different  Religion ,  he  had  Meafures  to  take  with  them  for  their 
mutual  Good,  before  it  fiould  be  made  known  $  efpecially  to  his  Bro¬ 
ther ,  that  was  a  Clergyman ;  and  from  who  he  had  great  Expecta¬ 
tions,  and  a  con fider able  Sum  to  fet  up  in  Bufnefs ;  until  cOmpofed,  it 
would  be  of  the  greateft  Ccnfequence ,  if  his  Brother  knew  of  his 
Marriage ;  therefore  his  Wife  and  he  had  agreed  that  fhe  fiould  pafi 
fometime  at  Gi  aveline,  and  required  1  would  let  him  know  if  I  wanted 
any  Commiffions  from  London,  and  that  fie  would  bring  them  me: 
Accordingly  l  wrote  for  a  Gold  Watch ,  which  he  fent  me,  and  for 
which  he  would  receive  no  Payment.  When  Mrs.  Newton  arrived 
at  Graveline,  I  was  to  fee  her,  where  fie  paid  me  what  Money  I  had 
caufed  to  be  expended  for  her.  Sometime  after  1  returned  to  fee  her , 
and  feen  fever  al  Letters  wrote  from  Mr.  Newton  to  her,  and  to  Mr . 
Bcnyon,  in  all  fubferibing  himfelf  her  Huiband  :  One  Jlruck  me  fo 
much,  that  1  recoiled  there  was  Mention  of  an  Ackt  being  paf  to- 
prevent  the  difilling  of fpirituous  Liquors ;  which  made  it  not  a  con¬ 
venient  Lime  for  his  fitting  up  that  Bufnefs ;  and  as  far  as  I  recoiled, 
it  was  in  .  another  Letter  to  her,  he  fays,  his  Friends  had  procured 
for  him  a  Place  of  Supercargo  or  Fador  'to  be  fettled  at  Madrafs ; 
where  he  would  remain  no  longer,  than  would  be  requifite  to  acquire  a 
Sufficiency  to  make  them  both  happy — or  'Words  to  that.  Purpofe:  Since 
%vhen  as  I  have  frequently  been  employed  out  of  the  Kingdom,  I  had  but 
little  Corrcfpondence  with  Mrs.  Newton  j  it  is  fometime  fince  fhe 
wrote  me,  that  being  reduced  to  fuch  Strefs  for  the  W ant  of  common 

Nece furies 3 
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Nece fanes ,  that  to  be  relieved  from  the  great  eft  Diftrefs,  fie  had 
confcnted  to  a  Propofal  made  her,  to  renounce  her  Marriage  for  a 
certain  Allowance :  Since  when  I  had  heard  nothing  of  her ,  until  I 
received  your  Lordftip's  Letter .  "There  is  a  Councellor  Murphy,  a 
Gentleman  of  Honour  and  Probity ,  who  I  had  known  in  1742,  and  I 
believe ,  it  was  at  my  Conftderation,  had  been  of  Service ,  and  diftn - 
tereftedly  helped  her  to  the  Recovery  of  her  Fortune.  Perhaps  he  can 
give  fome  Infight  in  Regard  of  Mr.  Ncwton'r  Marriage.  I  never 
knew  or  heard  any  Thing  of  her,  but  would  be  to  the  Advantage  of  a 
Perfon  of  Merit :  I  never  fee  hi?n,  nor  know  more  of  him,  than 
what  I  here  mention  ;  which  if  he  is  capable  of  contradicting ,  he  muft 

be  void  of  all  Honour  and  Honefty. - The  Unfortunate  under 

Diftrefs  and  Cppreftion  would  be  too  happy ,  if  there  were  amongji 
the  People  of  Rank  and  Fortune ,  one  in  a  hundred  endowed  with  your 
Lordftip's  noble  and  generous  Sentiments ,  in  procuring  Juftice  to  the 

Diftrefted,  which  muft  draw  RefpeCl  from  every  one . - 1  am 

with  diftinguifhed  Sentiments  of  RefpeCi,  my  Lord,  your  Lordftip's 
moft  humble  and  obedient  Servant,  Nich*.  Morres.  Amhoize, 
16  December,  1770. 

This  Letter  from  Colonel  Morres ,  and  the  preceding  ones  from 
Mr.  Hill ,  are  plain,  pofitive,  and  fatisfadory;  they  carry  an  Air 
of  ingenuous  Simplicity,  and  No-hing  but  Prejudice  can  prevent 
Convidion  :  —  Upon  this  Ground  his  Lordihip  was  willing  to  reft, 
and  having  thus  acquired  fufficient  Information,  wrote  to  Mr.  Fur¬ 
long,  at  Life,  from  whom  he  received  the  following  Anfwer, 

wh:ch  will  likewife  explain  the  Purport  of  his  Letter - (N\ 

XXXIX.) - My  Lord,  Lille,  Xber  27,  1770.  /  am  ho ■- 

rawed  with  your  Favor  without  Date j  Iftjail  chear fully  comply  with 
your  Lordftip's  Requeft,  by  bringing  Mrs.  Newton  V  Creditors  to 

H  2  tin: 
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the  mofi  reafonable  'Terms  I  can  ;  I  have  not  an  ex  aft  Lift  of  her  Cre¬ 
ditors  y  hut  know  of  feme  who  would  probably  give  her  Trouble  at  her 
Return ,  if not fatisfed  for  which  Reafon  lhave  drawn  upon  your  Lor d- 
Jhip  this  Day  for  the  50/.  you  mention ,  to  the  Order  of  Mr.  ff.  I. 
Redans  at  1  5  Days  after  Date ,  which fall  diftribute  among  the  more 
needful  and  dangerous  of  her  Creditors ,  according  to  your  Lordftoip's 
Directions .  Happy  for  that  great  Sufferer,  that  your  Lordfip  was 
plea  fed  to  grant  her  your  Protection.  It  was,  doubtlefs,  a  mo  ft  fpe- 
cial  T urn  of  Providence,  that  brought  your  Lord  jhip  acquainted  with 
her  deplorable  Situation,  at  a  Time  fhe  was  without  a  Morfel  of  Bread, 
without  Money ,  without  Credit,  without  Friends ,  that  could  be  of 
much  Service  to  her.  I  blefs  and  praife  the  Goodnefs  of  Providence , 
and  admire  your  Lordfiipls  noble ,  generous,  difnterefted  Behaviour 
towards  her  ;  I  ffould  ever  rejoice  to  be  able  to  fecond  fo  noble,  fo 
charitable  a  Soul  in  relieving  the  Injured  and  Oppreffed.  I  wif  your 
Lordfip  many  happy  Tears,  and  remain,  with  all  RefpeCl  and  Efteem, 
my  Lord,  your  Lord  jhip' s  moft  obedient  humble  Servant,  P.  Furlong. 

In  the  foregoing  Narrative,  not  a  fingle  Article  is  mifreprefented 
to  difguife  the  Truth,  or  prejudice  the  Reader:  The  Arguments 
urged  to  invalidate ,  as  well  as  thofe  to  fupport ,  the  Marriage,  arc 
offered  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Impartial ;  Nothing  on  either 

Side  is  “  extenuated,  nor  aught  fet  down  in  Malice”. - Mifs 

Swordf eager  s  formal  Renunciation,  and  Mr.  Newton 's  pofitive  Dif- 
avowal,  are  fairly  Rated  ;  thefe  abftraBedly  considered,  and  de¬ 
tached  from  every  other  Idea,  would  almoft  infer  a  Neceffity  of  be¬ 
lieving,  that  file  never  was  intitled  to  the  Name  of  Newton  j  but 
if  we  view  them  conne&ed  with  the  refpedive  Situation  of  the 
Parties,  and  the  probable  Motives  of  their  Condud,  a  different 
Tight  is  thrown  upon  them  j  and 

“  V 
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fc  If  Imputation  and  flrong  Circumfances, 
u  Which  lead  dire  Illy  to  the  Door  of  Truth, 

<c  Will  give  us  Satisfaction,  we  might  have  it .” 

Shakespear* 

It  is  acknowledged  indeed  (as  Mr.  Burke  obferves  with  an  Air 
of  Triumph  in  Na.  XXXIV.)  that  “  it  will  be  found  a  difficult 

Matter  to  prove  the  Marriage”  ;  but  the  Want  of  Proof  is  by  no 
Means  a  fufficient  Reafon  to  deny  the  FaCt  for  at  the  Time  in 
Queflion,*  a  fertile  Genius,  upon  finding  Innocence  impregnable, 
might  eafily  have  devifed  a  Plan  for  immediate  Gratification  and 
future  Security,  by  rendering  the  Onus  frobandi  too  difficult  a  Talk, 
for  a  poor,  deferted,  friendlefs,  Woman  to  undertake  l  And  it  is 
well  known,  that  the  Want  of  legal  Proof  or  of  the  Means  to- 
purfue  it,  will  defeat  any  Caufe,  though  it  be  ever  fo  ftridtly 
founded  in  Juffice,  and  “  bear  no  Hinge  or  Loop  to  hang  a  Doubt 
“  on”:-- — -To  this  may  be  afcribed  her  fubmitting  to  have 
Judgement  confefied  in  the  fpiritual  Court ;  an  Adt,  not  perhaps 
to  be  juffified  upon  rigid  Principles •,  but  fuch  however  as  Pru¬ 
dence  might  didtate,  and  Candor  would  forgive  ;  for,  after  hav¬ 
ing  figned  the  Inftrument,  fhe  might  reafonably  have  applied  thefe 

Words  of  Romeos  Apothecary - “  My  Poverty,  but  not  my 

“  Willi  confented”. 

But  fhould  not  at  laft  her  Marriage  be  fully  eftablifhed  to  the 
Convidtion  of  every  Reader,  there  is  no  one,  however,  but  will 
acknowledge,  and  lament,  her  Sufferings :  The  Difappointments 
fhe  has  experienced  have  been  great,  and  her  Diftreffes  lingular ; 
and  even  granting,  that  fhe  never  was  the  Wife  of  Mr,  Newton  y 

yet 

*  This  was  previous  to  the  A&  for  preventing  clandeftine  Marriages, 


[  6,  ] 

yet  Rill,  for  the  Credit  of  Humanity,  let  her  be  looked  upon  as 
an  Object  of  Companion :  - — •>»  In  this  View  fhe  is  recommended  to 
the  Notice  of  the  Generous  and  Candid  ;  and  her  Merit,  it  is  pre¬ 
fumed,  will  juftify  their  Attention  :  For  though  it  is  impeached 
by  Mr.  Newton ;  yet  it  is  impeached  by  Mr.  Newton  only :  His 
pofitive  Charges  againfther  are  indeed  fevere,  and  his  oblique  In- 
linuations  (till  feverer;  but  coming  from  an  Enemy’s  Quarter,  and 
dictated  (as  they  feem  to  be)  by  a  Spirit  of  Refentment,  they  are, 
like  bafe  Metal,  to  pafs  for  no  Value ;  and  weigh  but  as  a  Feather 
in  the  Balance,  againft  the  concurrent,  unbiased,  and  ample, 
Teflimony  of  Colonel  Morres ,  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Furlong ,  and  even 
Mr.  Downs  himfelf. ,  while  he  was  fuppofed  to  fpeak  the  genuine 
Sentiments  of  his  Heart,  and  was  not  infedted  by  the  Prejudices 
of  his  Friend.  Vid.  N*s.  from  XIV.  to  XX. 

That  her  Benefactors  may  not  be  ignorant  of  the  Mode,  in 
which  their  Contributions  are  to  be  applied,  it  is  thought  proper  to 
obferve,  that  the  intended  Plan  is  to  raife  a  fufficient  Fund,  not 
only  to  extricate  her  from  prefent  Difficulties,  but  to  make  a  com¬ 
fortable  Provifion  for  the  Remainder  of  her  Days : - This  is 

the  Plan  intended;  and  her  Advocates  will  not  pay  fo  ill  a  Com¬ 
pliment  to  human  Nature,  as  to  fuppofe  a  Failure  in  the  Execu¬ 
tion  of  it :  They  efteem  themfelves  happy  upon  this  Occafion  of 
applying  with  fo  fair  a  Profpedt  of  Succefs ;  while  ethers  are  fur- 
niffied  hereby  with  an  Opportunity  of  enjoying  a  more  exquifte 
Delight;  for  though  it  is  a  Comfort  to  a  liberal  Spirit  to  be  the 
Inflrument  of  providing  for  a  proper  Objedt,  yet  to  make  that  Pro¬ 
vifion,  is  beyond  a  Comfort ,  it  is  a  Triumph  to  the  Heart ;  and  how 
high  foever  we  may  rate  the  Pleafure  of  recommending  Virtue  in 
Diftrefs,  ftill  it  muff  yield  to  the  Luxury  of  relieving  it. 

T  PI  E  END. 


ERRATA. 


P.  7.  L.  3.  After//,  read  reputed  fobs. 

11.  12.  After  direil,  read  his  inftead  of  her. 

17.  25.  Received  inftead  of  recieved. 

21.  16.  Mrs.  inftead  of  Mr. 

40.  26.  After  Newton,  read  ( as  Jbe  was  reputed  to  be.) 

52.  7.  ImpreJJion  inftead  of  Imprejjion. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


SINCE  the  foregoing  Sheets  were  printed  off,  the  follow¬ 
ing  Letter  has  been  received  by  Mr.  A Idas ,  one  of  the  Atten¬ 
dants  on  the  noble  Lord ,  who  has  fo  generoufly  exerted  himfelf  in 
Vindication  of  the  injured  Lady  :  It  is  impoflible  to  read  it,  with¬ 
out  a  Spirit  of  Indignation  rifng  in  the  Bread:-  again!!  the  Author 
of  the  cruel  Charge  which  occalioned  it  j  and,  Ihould  he  condes¬ 
cend  to  perufe  it,  he  may,  with  Reafon,  firfl  apply  to  himfelf  thefe 
Words  of  Martial . — 

Vero  vends,  quid  fit ,  audi, 

Verum  non  lib  enter  audi s  A 

The  Letter  is  as  follows :  -  Sir,  a  Report  having  lately 

reached  me,  which  afonifoed me  beyond  Exprefion,  that  Mrs.  New- 
tonh  Virtue  was  brought  in  Queftion  upon  my  Account ;  this  Afperfion 
is  as  malicious  as  it  is  falfe,  and  calculated  no  Doubt  for  form  vile 
Purpofe  j  for  1  folemnly  declare  andprotejl,  that  I  believe  Mrs.  New¬ 
ton  of  flribl  Virtue  and  unfilled  Reputation ,  and  never  heard  the 
Modejly  of  her  ConduSl  or  Prudence  doubted  of  or  objected  to  before ; 


*  ’Tis  of  all  Truths  a  Truth  moft  clear. 
That  T ruth  thou  doft  not  chufe  to  hear. 


nor 


POSTSCRIPT. 


can  1  conceive ,  how  any  Perfon  could  have  the  barefaced  Impudence 
to  attempt  citing  me  on  fuch  an  Occafion.  —  I  am,  with  due  Efeem 
and  Regard ,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant ,  Ste.  Cullen. 
Paris,  1 6  March,  1771. 

This  Letter  fully  confirms  the  Remarks  before  made  upon  the 
Severity  of  Mr.  Newtons  Reflection  in  N°.XXXV‘.  and  (hews  to 
what  a  wretched  State  his  Caufe  muft  have  been  reduced,  when 
he  had  Recourfe  to  fo  grofs  a  Falfehood  in  Order  to  fupport  it :  No 
Man,  who  was  not  loft  to  all  Senfe  of  Modejly,  could  have  infinu- 
ated  fo  malicious  a  Charge  :  —  The  Accufer,  therefore,  is  not  ex¬ 
pected  to  blujh  at  the  above  Refutation 5  becaufe  it  is  a  well-known 
Maxim  in  Morals,  that 

Re  dire,  cum  per  it,  nefcit  pudor.^ 

Seneca, 

f  When  every  Spark  of  Modefty  is  once  extinguiflied,  it  is  not  an  eafy  Matter  t@ 
rekindle  it. 


finis. 


